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Anyone needing accommodations, please contact Sharon Mitchell at 520-366-6038 48 hours prior to the meeting.

TIME:

ITEM PAGE
1
2 3-Jan
3 4

4
5
6
7
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9 5
Ledger 
Handout

10 11

11 12
12 44

13

14

15

16 Adjourn

Approval of 2015 UPWP Susanna/Sharon

District Engineer Report
Local Government project Report;  Casa Grande, Coolidge, Eloy, 
Pinal County
Announcements and other items to discuss:
● Reports, updates, comments from anyone
●  SCMPO Logo and Branding
Next Meeting Date:  May 22
Nov 27 is a holiday.  Suggest changing to Nov 20

Susanna

Approval of DRAFT Title VI &  Public Involvement Plan:  This will 
allow SCMPO to submit the Title VI and PIP Plan for public 
review for 30 days.

Sharon

Rod Lane

Members

April 17, 2014

520-366-6083 Sharon's Cell
JW Marriott Staff Pass:  3800 W. Starr Pass Blvd.    Board Room 1 or 2

DATE:
PLACE:

2:00 PM

 TAC 
MEMBERS

Susanna Struble, Coolidge - Chair
Duane Eitel, Casa Grande
Harvey Krauss, Eloy

Doug Hansen, Pinal County
Charla Glendening, ADOT
Rod Lane, ADOT DE
Ed Stillings, FHWA

Shaded items are action items:  Action may be taken on any item on the agenda, or items brought up at the meeting.

AGENDA ITEM PRESENTER
Call to order and Introductions
Approval of Minutes of March 4, 2014 Susanna

ADOT Planner Report Charla

Kevin AdamRTAC Update 

FHWA Report Ed Stillings
Transit update:  Mobility Management  CAG
HPMS and FC Data Update CAG

RTP and Safety Plan Update - Next Steps Sharon

TIP (List of projects)- Update and development:  Ledgers
●  Approval to borrow about $125K in HSIP funds for the Safety 
Study, from WACOG, and pay it back in 2016 (Oct 1, 2015).
●  Discussion:  CALL for projects for STP and HSIP at May 
meeting

Sharon - Susanna

Discussion and possible Approval of:
● SCMPO TAC By-laws
● SCMPO Project Selection Policy
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TIME:

ITEM
1
2
3

4

5

DATE: March 4, 2014 2:00 PM

PLACE: 510 E Florence Blvd., Casa Grande City Hall - Council Chambers

There was a discussion regarding the HURF exchange program.  At the last RTAC meeting, 
ADOT stated that the legislature has a bill before them that will reinstate the HURF exchange 
program.  However, it is for two years only.  The question was raised at the RTAC meeting 
regarding the usage of the HURF funds:
● If there is only approval for two years, if we design with HURF, how will we pay for construction?  
There is not enough time to design and construct.
● If we have a project that is already designed to the federal process, can we build it with HURF 
funds, forgoing some of the federal requirements in construction?
Sharon will try and find out the answer to this.
Some of the TAC members were not aware of RTAC.  Sharon will have Kevin Adam put them on 
his list so they will receive his legislative updates.

Attendees:

520-366-6083 Sharon's Cell or 480-600-2091 Duane's Cell

AGENDA ITEM
Call to order and Introductions

MPO Update
● Letter of Support - Resolution supporting further study of the I-11 So. AZ Connectivity - JPAC - 
PAG.
● MPO start up and budget - Work Program 2014 & 15

RTAC Update 

Shaded items are action items:  Action may be taken on any item on the agenda, or items brought up at the meeting.

Charla gave a general update for the region.

Charla Glendening, ADOT
Dale Miller, JACOBS
Doug Hansen, Pinal Co.
Duane Eitel, Casa Grande

TABLED

ADOT Planner Report

Susanne Struble, Coolidge
Soraz Patro, CAG
James Humble, Eloy
Kristin Myers, ADOT

Steve Mishler, Tucson ADOT
Marta Gerber, Baker
Sharon Mitchell, SCMPO

Approval of Minutes of January 30 

The TAC was hesitant to recommend approval to the Executive Board for the Resolution from 
PAG without seeing a map of the Alternative C.  They would like for Sharon to provide a map or 
documentation detailing Alternative C to the Executive Board so the board can make a more 
informed decision.  
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ITEM AGENDA ITEM
6

7

8

9

FHWA Report

Eloy expressed interest in writing a PARA for a project review grant, and Sharon has offered help 
with that.  Deadline is March 10th, so it has to be done this week.
Coolidge has decided not to apply for a PARA grant
The TAC has decided to use STP funds for a safety plan, which will be rolled into the LRTP, 
therefore, the MPO will not be writing a PARA or HSIP application for a safety plan.

CAG has been responsible for traffic counts for Coolidge, Eloy, Pinal County and Casa Grande, 
utilizing STP funds.  It appears there may not been counts done on these members FC roads 
since 2009.  The above agencies have request that CAG  do the counts for this year, as agreed 
upon and approved by the CAG T-TAC.  This will provide a baseline for the SCMPO's HPMS data 
system.

The HPMS data entry ends March 15th, so there is concern that this years counts will not get into 
the system.  However, the agencies still want CAG to do the counts this year.

At a future TAC meeting, the SCMPO TAC will discuss how the counts and HPMS data will be 
entered for next year.

Transit update 
5310 Application process started Feb 24th
5311 Application process

PARA Applications
Due Date is March 10th
Transit Implementation PARA ● Or use 5303 funds for study?

HPMS Data Entry for 2014 and 2015 Discussion
2013 HPMS report and Fictional Classification - Maps

Ed was unable to attend

There was a discussion regarding the coordination efforts, and the mobility management 
requirements for the MPO.  At this point, CAG is working on amending their required coordination 
plan, and holding coordination meetings.  

There was discussion as to whether CAG will continue managing the SCMPO 5310 programs, and 
the coordination efforts for the 5311 and CART programs that are within the MPO boundaries.  
Sharon is meeting with ADOT and CAG to discuss the mobility management position, and mobility 
management for the SCMPO region.  

For now, Sharon will ensure all federally required tasks are met for the MPO.  The MPO will not 
apply for the Mobility Management position this year, but will ensure all responsibilities for the MPO 
with regards to the coordination efforts are met.
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ITEM AGENDA ITEM
10

11

12

13

14

15

16

The next meeting will be April 22, at 2:00 PM.  Duane will provide Sharon with the location.
Also, at the next meeting, the TAC will assign a SCMPO representative to attend the CAG TTAC 
meetings.

17:00Adjourn

Draft By-laws should be finished for the TAC to review and comment at the meeting.

By-Laws - Discussion TABLE?

TIP - Update and development
● 2014 and 2015 STP funding
   ** New Projects - Lending/borrowing
   ** LRTP - Use STP?
● 2014 and 2015 HSIP

Roads and Streets is April 16-19, at the same location as the AzTA conference

District Engineer Report

Local Government project Report;  Casa Grande, Coolidge, Eloy, Pinal County

Announcements and other items to discuss:
● AzTA Conference - April 13-15 - Tucson
● Reports, updates, comments from anyone

The TAC recommended to the Executive Board for approval the following:

●  That $150,000 of 2014 STP funds be used for the 2013 Coolidge Main Street design project.
●  That $3,000 be allocated for Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP) for training to our 
members.
● That the balance of the 2014 STP funds (OA) be utilized for the Long Range Transportation Plan,  
and for a Transit Implementation Study for the region.  
● That the remaining balance of 2014 HSIP funds be used for a Safety Study.  Casa Grande has 
volunteered to write the HSIP application, and be the lead on the study, if awarded.

APPROVED

Sharon provided an example of the TIP format she would like to use.  However, the data that was 
entered from the CAG TIP was not accurate, and was probably from an older TIP.  Sharon will 
work with Kristin this week to update all SCMPO STP and HSIP projects, as well as any other 
projects that need to be on the TIP.  The new constrained and accurate TIP will be provided at the 
next TAC meeting.  Sharon will also meet with each member to discuss their projects on the TIP 
and their future needs, hopefully prior to the next meeting.

It is important to note that SCMPO cannot have an official TIP until the LRTP is completed and 
approved.  However, we can develop one, and submit it to ADOT for inclusion into their STIP, as 
an ADOT document.  

Tucson district provided a brochure outlining all the projects in the district.
Each agency gave an overview of their active projects and activities in their communities.

Next Meeting Date and possible new location

Discussion and Approval of STP and HSIP projects for 2014
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RTAC TRANSPORTATION UPDATE 
 

April 4, 2014 

2014 Legislative Update #11  

 

 

LEGISLATURE MOVES CLOSER TO PASSING BUDGET:     After playing “ping pong” 

with the primary budget bill the last couple of weeks, moving it back and forth between the 

House and Senate to vote on each other’s amendments, on Tuesday, the House opted not to vote 

on the latest Senate version.   Procedurally, this maneuver paves the way for the creation of a 

Conference Committee which will be comprised of Representatives and Senators to develop one 

version of the bill which will then be voted on by both chambers.  The House has already 

appointed members while the Senate is expected to do so on Monday. 

 

By all accounts, the two sides are not far off.  For the roughly $9.2 billion state budget plan, the 

House and Senate appear to be about $20 million apart.  That and a disagreement over intent 

language concerning future child welfare funding appear to be the main sticking points.   

 

For transportation, both House and Senate versions of the primary budget bill (HB2703) transfer 

$89 million in Highway User Revenue fund (HURF) revenues to the Department of Public 

Safety, a $30 million reduction from the previous two years. 

 

The relatively smaller budget bills have already passed both chambers and are ready to be sent to 

the Governor.  That includes SB1487, the Revenue; Budget Reconciliation bill which directs $30 

million in HURF to be allocated directly to counties and municipalities in percentages reflecting 

current non-state distribution of HURF revenues for the construction and maintenance of 

highways, roads and bridges and for related right-of-way expenditures.  The bill directs an 

identical appropriation for the FY2015-16 budget and $60 million in FY2016-17.   

 

While some posturing continues and the voting margins for both chambers are very small, the 

relative closeness of the competing proposals suggests that a budget is close to passing next 

week.    

 

WORK TEMPORARILY STALLED ON OTHER BILLS:  With the budget emphasis over the 

last couple of weeks, work on this session’s other bills has slowed down considerably.  However, 

when the budget does pass, expect a flurry of activity to complete all of the remaining work so 

that the Legislature can adjourn sine die ending this year’s regular session.  The attached state bill 

matrix has been pared down considerably eliminating all bills that have missed procedural 

deadlines.  Some of the “dead” bills have resurfaced through other bills such as the merging of all 

the special license plate bills into one.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any 

questions concerning the status of any bills. 
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4/20/2014

Apportionments Obligation 
Authority (OA)

HSIP 2014 $127,122 $120,639 SCMPO SCMPO Safety Plan Loan FFY 2016 - OCT. 1, 2015

TOTAL $127,122 $120,639

Transferring Agency Approval: Receiving Agency Approval:

Signature DATE Signature DATE

Printed Name Printed Name

Title Title

Arizona Department of Transportation

COG/MPO Federal-Aid Funding Transfer or Loan Request Form

The undersigned approves the receipt of the 
funds and agrees to the repayment terms, if any, 
identified above.

SHARON MITCHELL

Repayment Terms/
Schedule (if this is a loan)

Amount
Transfer or 

Loan?
Funding 

Type

Federal 
Fiscal 
Year

Transferred 
To

SCMPO DIRECTOR

Email completed form to the attention of Patrick Stone, Arizona Department of Transportation Program Finance, at mprogramfinance@azdot.gov. Transfer/loan requests must be 
received by June 30th each year; allow two weeks for processing. Transfers generally will appear on the next ledger, depending on the date of receipt.

                              
      

                                 
       

Transferring Agency WACOG
Date (must be received by ADOT before June 30th)

Project/Purpose

The undersigned authorizes the transfer of funds 
identified above.
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Sun Corridor MPO 
Project Selection Procedures and Responsibilities 

 

DATE:  

USED BY: Sun Corridor TAC to determine the ranking of projects to be submitted 
to ADOT and various other agencies for possible funding. 

ADMINISTERED BY: Sun Corridor MPO Staff 

I. PURPOSE 
The Sun Corridor TAC serves as an advisory committee to the Sun Corridor MPO Management 
Committee and Executive Board, and makes regional recommendations on transportation 
projects brought before the TAC. 
 
The TAC, as a collective body, made up of one voting member of each member entity in the 
Sun Corridor MPO Region, and an ADOT representative, provides planning expertise for the 
whole region.  
 
The purpose of this procedure is to establish criteria for the TAC to select and/or rank all 
projects that are eligible for available funds in the Sun Corridor region. The intention of this 
procedure is to facilitate the following goals:  

 
• Ensure fairness in the selection of projects; 
• Ensure project criteria is met by all submittals; 
• Ensure the projects meet the overall planning goals of the region; 
• Enable the SCMPO region, and thus the members, to be competitive at the state and 

federal level; 
• Ensure projects will obligate within the same funding year 

 
II. SELECTION PROCEDURE 

 
The Sun Corridor TAC will consider and rank ALL project proposals that require ranking through 
a funding source.  The ranking procedure will be as follows: 

• Sun Corridor staff will notify all members of upcoming funding availability, and provide the 
following: 
o Application or forms, and timeline for submission;   
o Workshops, technical assistance and instructions for submission to the Sun Corridor 

MPO or other agencies; 
o Criteria for ranking of projects; 
o Schedule presentations for TAC review and ranking of projects 

• Ranking Procedure: 
o The TAC will rank each project according to the ranking criteria of that funding source;   
o Once ranked, SCMPO will submit the TAC recommended ranking of projects directly to 

ADOT if appropriate, or to the Management Committee for recommendation to the 
Executive Board.  SCMPO’s Executive Board shall approve projects for submission to 
ADOT. 
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Sun Corridor MPO 
Project Selection Procedures and Responsibilities 

 
Following are funding sources that will require ranking of projects: 

Surface Transportation Project Funds (STP): 
Each year the Sun Corridor MPO receives obligation authority of STP formula funds, estimated 
at $581,661.  This amount may change at each new census count every ten years, or with the 
OA rate, or at ADOT’s discretion.   

Highway Safety Improvement Projects (HSIP): 
Each year, ADOT allocates an estimated $493,259 in OA for local HSIP projects for the SCMPO 
region.  The amount may change at each new census count every ten years, and with the OA 
rate, or at ADOT’s discretion.  
Other Funding 
From time to time funding is available to SCMPO for projects, or SCMPO researches and finds 
funding for projects.  The selection of the projects for funding will remain the same as for all the 
other funding sources.  If criteria for ranking are available, the SCMPO staff will ensure all 
applicants receives the criteria. If there are no criteria ranking forms, the TAC will review the 
applications and select projects by ranking them based upon the needs of the region. 

III. RESPONSIBILITIES 
Any SCMPO member agency sponsoring a project programmed in the SCMPO TIP shall 
maintain responsibility for (1) adhering to the latest edition of the ADOT Local Government 
Projects Manual and (2) providing the agency’s required local (non-federal) match assigned to 
its programmed project. 
• ALL projects must be ready to obligate funding by May of each year.  Example:  If your 

project is programmed in 2014, you MUST be ready to obligate your project no later than 
May 1, 2014.   

In order to assure SCMPO can obligate all their STP funds in the year it is allocated, the 
following criteria is recommended: 
• Projects MUST have their notice to proceed for project development by May (design phase);  
• Projects MUST have their notice to proceed for construction by May; 

 
Phasing of projects: 
• The TAC may select multi-phased, multi-year projects.  But the projects MUST adhere to the 

obligation timeline of each year. 
   

Construction of projects: 
• If the project is not constructed within ADOT/FHWA timelines, the member entity is 

responsible for returning all reimbursed funds for design, etc. to ADOT. 
 

Once selected and approved: 
• Projects will be placed on the TIP in the year it will obligate. 
• The awardee will be responsible for all communication with ADOT. 
• The awardee will keep SCMPO informed of progress on the project. 
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Sun Corridor MPO 
Project Selection Procedures and Responsibilities 

 
IV. Specific  Policies 

A. Project Cancellation 
Within nine (9) months of any project obligation deadline in the project’s TIP program year, if the 
sponsoring agency fails to demonstrate substantial and continuing progress toward obtaining an 
ADOT or FHWA intergovernmental agreement for project development and funding obligation, 
then the SCMPO TAC Chairperson will agendize the project at the next available TAC meeting 
for TAC review and consideration to cancel the project and remove it from the SCMPO TIP for 
purpose of enabling use of unobligated funds for an alternate member agency project.   

B. Project Substitutions 
Project sponsors may propose a substitute project for programming either in the same TIP 
program year as the base project or in the first available TIP program year that (1) the substitute 
project will be ready to obligate and (2) unencumbered federal funds exist.    The sponsor must 
submit a scope of work and estimate, abbreviated design concept report, or other pertinent 
documentation for TAC review in considering any new project proposal. 

C. Project Program Year Changes 
Project sponsors that are unable to deliver their unobligated project by the obligation deadline 
may propose to reprogram the project in the first available TIP program year that (1) the project 
will be ready to obligate and (2) unencumbered federal funds exist.   
 
Alternatively, at sponsor request, the TAC may exchange the expiring project with a future 
programmed project sponsored by the same member agency or under the sponsorship of 
another member agency.  The TAC may approve, at sponsor request, the reprogramming of 
any TIP projects under Policy IV.B, Project Substitutions.   

D. Project Cost Increase 
Project sponsors who (1) determine their unobligated project requires an amount of funds 
greater than the federal amount programmed and (2) verify unencumbered federal funds exist in 
the project’s program year, may request the programming of additional federal funds through 
the TAC.  
 
Unless waived by the TAC, any approved increase in a project’s federal funding amount will be 
subtracted from a current or future year programmed project sponsored by the same member 
agency, or under the sponsorship of another member agency.   

E. Scope of Work 
Project sponsors who determine their project requires a revision in its scope of work as 
programmed, may request a revised scope of work be approved by the TAC, subject to the 
sponsor demonstrating: 
 

• Project location remains unchanged with limits reduced proportional to programmed 
funding if over budget, OR; 

• Project improvements provide satisfactory level of service operations post-
improvement relative to that under the original scope of improvements, OR; 
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Sun Corridor MPO 
Project Selection Procedures and Responsibilities 

 

• Project non-essential improvements are removed proportional to programmed funding 
if over budget without creating an undue impact on intended project purpose under 
the original scope of improvements, OR; 

• Project improvements are added and/or expanded when such improvements can be 
completed under the amount of federal funds programmed for the project or under 
commitment of additional local (non-federal) matching funds. 

 

These project selection procedures may be amended at any time through the TAC. 

 
 
Approval and Adoption by the Sun Corridor MPO Transportation Advisory Committee: 
 
Date:     
 
 
 
_  ____________________________ DATE Signed:      
Susanna Struble, Chairperson, SCMPO TAC   
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Sun Corridor MPO 
 TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE BY-LAWS   
 
1. Authority: 

   
The Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) serves as an advisory committee to the Sun 
Corridor MPO Executive Board. Recommendations to the Board are generally made through 
the Sun Corridor MPO Management Committee. Relevant Executive Board bylaws not 
addressed in these TAC bylaws also apply to the TAC. 

 
2. Purpose   The purpose of the TAC is to: 
 

a. Provide technical input to the Sun Corridor MPO Executive Board, Management 
Committee, and the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) regarding 
various transportation issues within the Sun Corridor MPO region, including 
roadway priorities and funding strategies; and 

b. Provide a forum for the exchange of information between ADOT and Sun Corridor 
MPO local governments. 

 
3. Membership Membership of the Sun Corridor MPO TAC consists of:  
 

a. Membership shall consist of one voting member, (and/or one alternate) from each 
Sun Corridor MPO member. The member shall be an engineer, public works 
director, transportation planner, or other appropriate technical staff as appointed by 
that jurisdiction. Terms of membership shall be indefinite and subject to change by 
the appointing jurisdiction. 

b. The Arizona Department of Transportation also is an authorized member on the 
Sun Corridor MPO TAC, and is a voting member. This member is usually the 
Regional Transportation Liaison / Planner, or an alternate selected by ADOT. 

 
4. Quorum   A quorum shall consist of members present, or on the phone. 
 
5. Voting  Voting members may cast their votes in person, phone, email, or by proxy.  
 
6. Majority   A majority shall consist of 50 percent plus one, of members present. 
 
7. Election of  

Officers A Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson will be elected at the last meeting of 
the calendar year, to be seated the first meeting of the next year. 

 
8. Meetings 

 Meeting dates shall be set at the last meeting of the year for the next year, 
and be held no less than six times a year.  Dates, times and place of 
meetings may be changed, or rescheduled by the Chair, with no less than 
one week notice for canceling/rescheduling regular meetings, and no less 
than three days for emergency meetings, when appropriate.   

 
Meetings shall be conducted by Roberts Rules of Order, or any other proper 
meeting procedures. 

Sun Corridor MPO TAC Bylaws   April 2014 
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Sun Corridor MPO 
 TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY 

COMMITTEE BY-LAWS   
 
 
9. Agendas 

Agendas will be emailed within five days prior to the regularly scheduled 
meeting date, and be posted on the Sun Corridor MPO website. Minutes will 
be emailed to all TAC members, and posted on the Sun Corridor web site.  
 

 
10. Amendments 

These by-laws may be amended by the majority vote of the members at any 
scheduled meeting. 
 
 

 
Approved and adopted by the Sun Corridor MPO TAC:     

 

 

              
Susanna Struble, Sun Corridor MPO Chair    Date 

Sun Corridor MPO TAC Bylaws   April 2014 
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2015 Sun Corridor MPO UPWP 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SUN CORRIDOR  

METROPOLITIAN PLANNING ORGANIZATION 

2015 
UNIFIED PLANNING WORK PROGRAM and BUDGET 

Sun Corridor MPO 
c/o City of Casa Grande 

510 E. Florence Blvd. 
Casa Grande, AZ 85122 

520-366-6038 
www.scmpo.org 

Approved On and By: 

SCMPO Executive Board on:     

SCMPO Technical Advisory Committee on:     

Prepared by the Sun Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization in cooperation with the Arizona 
Department of Transportation, the Federal Transit Administration and the Federal Highway 

Administration: 

CDFA FHWA:  20.205 
CDFA FTA:  20.513 

CDFA FTA 5303:  20.505 
 July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015       
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2015 Sun Corridor MPO UPWP 
 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

INTRODUCTION 

Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP): 

The UPWP (aka Work Program-WP) guides the transportation planning activities and 
related tasks of the Sun Corridor staff, and operates within a financially constrained 
budget on a state fiscal year.  The Work Program shall be prepared by the Sun Corridor 
staff, and approved annually by the Sun Corridor Executive Board.   

The Work Program identifies the planning priorities and activities to be carried out within 
a metropolitan planning area to include:  (23CFR450.104) 

• A description of planning work (tasks) and measurable outcomes and products;  

• Who will perform the work;  

• Timeframes for completing the work;  

• Cost of the work; and  

• Source(s) of funds.  

Description of MPO area: 

As a result of the 2010 United States Census, the City of Casa Grande, Coolidge, Eloy, 
and surrounding unincorporated areas of Pinal County was designated as Urbanized 
with a population of over 50,000.  The Sun Corridor MPO was created in order to 
continue to receive federal transportation dollars to allocate for eligible projects within 
the MPO boundary.  Prior to the establishment of the Sun Corridor MPO, federal 
transportation dollars were channeled through Central Arizona Governments (CAG, a 
regional Council of Governments (COG)).  

The 2010 population of communities within the Sun Corridor MPO: 

Community Population 
Eloy 6,963 
Arizona City (Unincorporated) 10,531 
Coolidge 10,919 
Casa Grande 51,331 
Pinal County (Unincorporated rural areas) 28,388 

TOTAL 108,132 
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2015 Sun Corridor MPO UPWP 
 
 
Approval and Authorization: 
 
On March 5, 2013, the Casa Grande City Council adopted Resolution Number 13-4768 
‘Authorizing the Establishment of a Metropolitan Planning Organization. 
 
On January 28, 2013, the City of Coolidge adopted Resolution 12-05, supporting the 
creation of the Sun Corridor MPO, and stating its intent to become a member of the Sun 
Corridor MPO. 
 
On January 14, 2013, the City of Eloy adopted Resolution 13-1277, supporting the 
creation of the Sun Corridor MPO, and stating its intent to become a member of the Sun 
Corridor MPO. 
 
On January 16, 2013, Pinal County board of supervisors adopted Resolution 010913-
AD 12-004, supporting the formation of the Sun Corridor MPO, and stating its intent for 
the unincorporated areas within the MPO boundaries become a member of the Sun 
Corridor MPO. 
 
All MPO documents were forwarded to the Arizona Department of Transportation 
(ADOT) for review and processing.  On May 6, 2013, Arizona Governor Jan Brewer sent 
a formal letter to the Federal Highway Administration requesting establishment of the 
Sun Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization.  
 
Comprehensive Transportation Planning Activities: 

The Sun Corridor MPO will lead the development of the Sun Corridor area Regional 
Transportation Plan (RTP), the Transportation Improvement Program (TIP), as well as 
transit planning within the region. 

The Sun Corridor activities are funded by federal aid funds from the United States 
Department of Transportation (FHWA, FTA), the Arizona Department of Transportation, 
and by member local governments, through in-kind services.   

Planning Priorities: 

Once the RTP is completed, a more sound and comprehensive list of priorities will be 
established.  At this point, the Transportation Improvement Project (TIP) programming 
of projects is our first priority.  This will ensure our federal aid projects are funded. 

Air Quality Activities: 

Both the Sun Corridor MPO and the Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG) 
include portions of the West Pinal PM-10 Nonattainment Area and West Central Pinal 
PM-2.5 Nonattainment Area.  Both nonattainment areas are covered by the boundaries 
of both the Sun Corridor MPO and MAG.   Consequently, transportation conformity is 
required to be demonstrated for both nonattainment areas by both agencies. 
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Metropolitan transportation plans, programs and projects in the nonattainment areas 
must satisfy the requirements of the federal transportation conformity rule.  The principal 
criteria for a determination of conformity are: 

1) The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) and Regional Transportation 
Plan (RTP) must pass an emissions budget test with a budget that has been 
found to be adequate or approved by EPA for transportation conformity 
purposes, or interim emissions tests: 

2) The latest planning assumptions and emission models in force at the time the 
conformity analysis begins must be employed: 

3) The TIP and RTP must provide for the timely implementation of transportation 
control measures (TCM’s) specified in the application air quality implementation 
plans; 

4) Consultation with MAG, ADOT, FHWA, FTA and members of the Sun Corridor 
MPO is essential to ensuring projects and projects in the nonattainment areas 
conform to the rules. 
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  The Sun Corridor MPO provides multi-modal 
transportation planning services to the City of Casa 
Grande, City of Coolidge, Town of Eloy, and rural areas of 
Pinal County.  It covers 1,115 square miles and has an 
estimated population of 120,000. 
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II. ORGANIZATION AND MANAGEMENT 

 

1. Staffing Roles and Responsibilities: 
 
The Sun Corridor will be staffed with an: 

• Executive Director 
o Managing the day to day operations of the MPO 

• Transportation Planner/Program Manager 
o Performing transportation planning assistance 

• And possibly a half time or volunteer administrative assistant 
o Providing administrative support 

In addition, the City of Casa Grande will be the fiscal agent for the Sun Corridor, and 
thereby will provide the following, either for services rendered, or in-kind: 

• Financial 
o Purchasing/Procurement 
o Accounting 
o Payroll 
o Accounts Payable 

• Human Resources 
• IT Services 
• Arizona State Retirement 
• Other services as needed 

2. Committee Structure 
 
Currently the Sun Corridor is comprised of five Executive Board members, made 
up of four elected officials from the Sun Corridor members, and one member 
from the ADOT Transportation Board.  This board is a policy making body, and 
must approve all agreements, contracts and projects within the Sun Corridor. 

The Transportation Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) is made up of one 
voting member from each local government member, and one ADOT 
representative.  This committee recommends to the Executive Board projects to 
be considered for programming, as well as overall transportation needs for the 
region. 

The Executive Board wishes to wait until the Sun Corridor has been established 
before forming the Management Committee.    

6 
July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015 



2015 Sun Corridor MPO UPWP 
 
 

 

 

  

Executive Board 

Technical 
Advisory 

Committee (TAC) 

Director 
Sharon Mitchell 

Planner 

Support Staff 

Management 
Committee 
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2014-2015  

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEMBERS 

Mayor Bob Jackson, Chair 
City of Casa Grande 

Mayor Joseph Nagy, Member 
City of Coolidge 

Supervisor Steve Miller, Vice Chair 
Pinal County 

Kelly Anderson, Member 
ADOT Board Member District 4 

Mayor Tom Shope, Secretary/Treasurer 
City of Coolidge 

 

2014-2015  

TRANSPORTATION TECHNICAL ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 

Susanna Struble, Chair 
City of Coolidge 

Doug Hansen 
Pinal County 

Duane Eitel, Vice Chair 
City of Casa Grande 

Charla Glendening 
ADOT MPD 

Harvey Krauss 
City of Eloy 

Rod Lane 
ADOT Tucson District Engineer 

Ed Stillings 
Federal Highways 

 
SUN CORRIDOR STAFF 

Sharon Mitchell, Director 

Program Manager – VACANT 

Support Staff PT/Volunteer – VACANT 
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3. Operational procedures and bylaws & Agreements 
 
Sun Corridor MPO will operate under the City of Casa Grande Operating Policies & 
Procedures. The Sun Corridor MPO, at some point, may at its own discretion, create 
an additional in-house procedure manual(s) to meet requirements set forth by 
Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT), the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) and the Federal Transit Administration (FTA).  

Sun Corridor will also operate in accordance with Executive Board By-Laws 
established by the Executive Board in October, 2013.   

 
The Sun Corridor MPO will adhere to the City of Casa Grande Operating 
Procurement Policy and Disadvantage Business Enterprise Policy; however, the 
MPO may develop its own policy as an addition if all State and Federal requirements 
are not met in the City policy.  

The Sun Corridor MPO, working under the City of Casa Grande Personnel Policies, 
will meet all requirements for staff awareness addressing Sexual Harassment, Drug 
Free work Place and Equal Opportunity.  

Sun Corridor will adhere to federal restrictions on Lobbying and Disbarment. 

Sun Corridor will develop and maintain a Title VI Policy, Limited English Proficiency 
Policy (LEP) and Public Participation Policy (PPP). 

TRANSIT:  Sun Corridor will cooperate with CAG to ensure all transit related tasks 
are performed for the MPO region. 

AIR QUALITY - CONFORMITY:  Sun Corridor will enter into an annual 
Memorandum of Understanding with MAG to meet Clean Air Act requirements. 
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III. FUNDING DESCRIPTION & BUDGET SUMMARY 
 

The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) is the designated recipient of the 
Federal-aid Highway funds used for planning and research purposes.  As the 
designated recipient of the planning funds ADOT has the responsibility and the authority 
under 49 CFR Part 18 (Uniform Administrative Requirements for Grants and 
Cooperative Agreements to State and Local Governments) to oversee all activities 
under the Federal-aid Program by the sub recipients of these funds.  ADOT’s oversight 
responsibilities include but are not limited to overall Work Plan review, invoice billing 
review and approval, TIP certification, air quality reviews, and quality assurance and 
quality control of traffic data.  Work Programs are funded primarily with Planning Funds 
(PL); however, an MPO may use other eligible funds for their Work Program.   

All work, including Sun Corridor staff time and consultant studies, listed in the Work 
Program are funded by one or more of the following funding sources: 

(1) Metropolitan Planning (PL) Funds – Federal metropolitan planning funds can 
be used for up to 94.3% of a project, with a required 5.7% match typically 
provided by local governments.  The distribution of the PL Funds is accomplished 
through a formula developed by ADOT in consultation with the MPOs and must 
be approved by the FHWA. 

(2) Statewide Planning and Research (SPR) Funds – SPR funds are federal 
dollars from the State Planning and Research Program administered by the 
Arizona Department of Transportation. Some SPR funds may be allocated to the 
MPO to help plan for the non-urbanized portion of the MPO.  A 20% match is 
required and must be provided by the local jurisdiction, depending on the project.  

(3) Federal Transit Administration Funding – FTA funds are secured annually 
through the FTA Metropolitan Planning Program Section 5303.  FTA funds are 
designated for transit planning and research activities.  The funds require a 20% 
local match, which is typically provided by local governments in hard dollars or in-
kind.   

(4) Surface Transportation Program (STP) Funds.  STP is a federal-aid highway 
flexible funding program that funds a broad range of surface transportation 
capital needs including roads, transit, airport access, vanpool, and bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities, as well as planning studies and data collection.  These funds 
require a 5.7% match. 

(5) Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) Funds. HSIP is a federal 
funding source dedicated to systematic improvement of safety conditions on 
state and local roads. HSIP funds may be used for planning purposes provided 
such activities are identified in the Unified Planning Work Program and 
transportation improvement program.  A match of up to 5.7% may be required on 
some projects. 
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(6) Carry-forward – Carry forward funds may occur when an MPO does not expend 
all authorized funds in the current fiscal year.  Carry-forward funds are combined 
with the annual allocation for the new fiscal year to determine the available fund 
balance for the upcoming year.  All carry-forward funds must be identified in the 
Work Program. 

(7) In-Kind Contribution – In-kind contributions may be accepted as the match for 
federal funds.  The Sun Corridor MPO will use in-kind contribution for match 
when utilizing SPR, PL or 5303 funds. 

(8) Matching Funds. In order to secure federal funds, the state and/or local 
government must place matching funds on a project.  The state and local funds 
must be shown in the Unified Planning Work Program.  A detail table of the 
state/local funds should be included in the budget section of the Unified Planning 
Work Program.  The required percentages of matching amounts may vary 
according to the Federal fund type.  The MPO may receive funds provided by the 
member agencies to leverage federal planning (PL) funds to pay for MPO staff 
salaries, benefits, and operating expenses.   

BUDGET SUMMARY TABLES 

BUDGET SUMMARY TABLES 
Budget Worksheet: Table 1: Table 2: 

• 2014 Revenues 
• Operating Expenditures 
• Planning Projects 
• Local Match Contribution 

Revenue sources: 
• Planning Funds (PL) 
• SPR Funds 
• 5303 – Transit Funds 
• HSIP/STP funds for plans 

Work element costs: 
• Personnel 
• Operating 
Match Contribution 
Amounts 

Local Match will be provided by each member agency through in-kind contribution 
of staff time and other activities.  The total match for each member for 2015 has 
been calculated in the table below.  Match can also be provided by cash, time 
contributions from private organizations or citizens. 

 
 

MATCH CONTRIBUTION AMOUNTS BY MEMBERS: 

Member Budget Amt PL SPR 5303 Population % of Pop Total amount of 
Match per 

Eloy $6,801 $954 $4,211 $1,636 6,963        6.40% $6,801
Coolidge $4,837 $678 $2,995 $1,164 10,919      10.10% $4,837
Pinal County (Rural 
Areas) $17,194 $2,183 $9,638 $3,745 38,919      35.90% $15,566
Casa Grande $22,799 $2,896 $12,782 $4,967 51,531      47.60% $20,645
SUBTOTAL $47,895 $6,717 $29,656 $11,522 108,332    100.00% $47,849

Local Match (To be met with Cash or In-kind services)
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Fund Source Budget Amount PL SPR 5303 Other Other
799-04-885-3351-00 Federal Amount $275,845 $111,131 $118,625 $46,089 $0 $0

Required Match Percentage 5.7% 20.0% 20.0% 5.7% 5.7%
Local Match $47,895 $6,717 $29,656 $11,522 $0 $0

TOTAL $323,740 $117,848 $148,281 $57,611 $0 $0

GL# Category Budget Amount PL SPR 5303 Other Other

799-01-885-1101-00 Salaries - Regular $138,200 $76,010 $34,550 $27,640 $0 $0
799-01-885-2215-00 Salaries - PT /and/or Temporary $10,000 $0 $10,000 $0 $0 $0
799-01-885-1110-00 Overtime $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
799-01-885-1205-00 FICA $10,600 $5,830 $2,650 $2,120 $0 $0
799-01-885-1210-00 Retirement $16,000 $8,800 $4,000 $3,200 $0 $0
799-01-885-1215-00 Health Insurance $18,700 $10,285 $4,675 $3,740 $0 $0
799-01-885-1220-00 Workers Comp $300 $165 $75 $60 $0 $0
799-01-885-1235-00 Travel Allowance $4,800 $2,640 $1,200 $960 $0 $0

SUBTOTAL $198,600 $103,730 $57,150 $37,720 $0 $0

799-01-885-1245-00 Conferences $10,000 $1,401 $7,099 $1,500 $0 $0
799-01-885-1250-00 Travel and Meeting Expenses $12,500 $0 $10,631 $1,869 $0 $0
799-01-885-1240-00 Trainings / Tuition $2,000 $0 $2,000 $0 $0 $0
799-01-885-2210-10 Legal $8,000 $0 $8,000 $0 $0 $0

799-01-885-2215-00 Contractual Services $12,000 $0 $12,000 $0 $0 $0
101-20-610-2230-00 Building Rent $7,200 $3,100 $3,100 $1,000 $0 $0
799-01-885-2235-00 Dues and Memberships $5,000 $2,900 $2,100 $0 $0 $0
799-01-885-2240-00 Insurance $8,000 $0 $8,000 $0 $0 $0

799-01-885-3305-00 Office Supplies $3,000 $0 $3,000 $0 $0 $0
799-01-885-3306-00 Office Furnishings $500 $0 $500 $0 $0 $0
799-01-885-3355-00 Printing - etc. $2,000 $0 $2,000 $0 $0 $0
799-01-885-3385-00 Postage $1,000 $0 $1,000 $0 $0 $0

799-01-885-2210-00 5303 Transit and Planning $4,000 $0 $0 $4,000 $0 $0
799-01-885-2215-90 Miscellaneous $200 $0 $200 $0 $0 $0
799-01-885-3365-00 Fuel $1,445 $0 $1,445 $0 $0 $0
799-01-885-2225-00 Auto Repair & Maintenance $400 $0 $400 $0 $0 $0

SUBTOTAL $77,245 $7,401 $61,475 $8,369 $0 $0

799-01-885-2210-00 5303 Mobility/Transit Plan $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0
799-01-885-2210-00 HSIP - 2014 Safety Plan $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

799-01-885-2210-00 Regional Transportation Plan $0 $0 $0
SUBTOTAL $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

Population % of Pop Total Match for each member
Eloy $6,801 $954 $4,211 $1,636 $0 $0 17,021          14.2%
Coolidge $4,837 $678 $2,995 $1,164 $0 $0 12,120          10.1%
Pinal County (Rural Areas) $15,566 $2,183 $9,638 $3,745 $0 $0 38,919          32.5%
Casa Grande $20,645 $2,896 $12,782 $4,967 $0 $0 51,531          43.1%
SUBTOTAL $47,849 $6,711 $29,626 $11,512 $0 $0 119,591        100%

GRAND TOTAL $323,694 $117,842 $148,251 $57,601 $0 $0

Lo
ca

l M
at

ch

Local Match (To be met with Cash or In-kind services)

Pl
an

s

Planning Studies
Potential mobility plan using 2013 5303 Funds

Regional Transportation Plan from 2014 STP Funds (This 
covers transit implementation study as well)

Op
er

at
in

g 
Ex

pe
nd

itu
re

s

Anticipated Expenditures

Explanation
Personnel Services

 Director; Trans Planner 
 Admin Assistance (Temp Service) 
 NONE 

Start up costs for printing, logo design, etc.

 Staff costs for transit planning and LRTP activities.  Possible 
contract to CAG for MM 

 New furniture for the MPO  

Other Services - Capital Purchase
Conferences, trainings, etc.
Travel - Hotel - perdiem - mileage overage

Legal services & required newspapers ads
 Web site maintenance, translation services,  technical 
support, excludes legal 

AzTA, NADO, NARC, Pinal Partnership, etc.
Various liability insurance for SCMPO

 Start up costs, etc. 

SCMPO BUDGET WORKSHEET

Fiscal Year 2015 Budget 
Fund Types  (SPR, PL, 5303, Planning Other)                

Re
ve

nu
es

Anticipated Revenues

Local Match Requirement

Match to be met with cash and/or in-kind 

Match to be met with cash and/or in-kind 
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TABLE 1:  Estimated Funding (revenue) for State Fiscal Year 2015 (OA amounts)
FY15 IN-KIND 

Federal Match OA 
PL / FY14 $30,000 $1,813 $111,131 $6,717 $149,661
SPR / FY14 $80,000 $20,000 $118,625 $29,656 $248,281
FTA 5303 (Oct 1, 2013 - Sept 30, 2014) $40,000 $10,000 $46,089 $11,522 $107,611
STP – LRTP $400,000 $24,178 $0 $0 $424,178
HSIP – Safety Plan $150,000 $9,067 $0 $0 $159,067
TOTAL $700,000 $65,058 $275,845 $47,895 $1,088,798
*See FY2014 Workplan for Operating Costs by Work Element

TABLE 2: Operating Costs by Work Element

Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match
1.0 ADMINISTRATION 10,373 740 672 5,715 6,148 2,966 0 0 0 26,613

2.0 DATA COLLECTION & MAINTENANCE 10,373 740 672 5,715 6,148 2,966 0 0 0 26,613

3.0 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 20,746 1,480 1,343 11,430 12,295 5,931 0 0 0 53,226

4.0 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN 21,783 1,554 1,411 12,002 12,910 6,228 0 0 0 55,888

5.0 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN 5,187 370 336 2,858 3,074 1,483 0 0 0 13,308

6.0 PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION PLANNING (5303) 0 0 0 0 0 0 37,720 8,369 11,522 57,611

7.0 SPECIAL PROJECT PLANNING 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

8.0 REGIONAL PLANNING 32,156 2,294 2,082 17,717 19,057 9,194 0 0 0 82,500

9.0 ENVIRONMENTAL OVERVIEW 3,112 222 202 1,714 1,842 889 0 0 0 7,981

10.0 CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

TOTAL 103,730 7,400 6,717 57,151 61,474 29,656 37,720 8,369 11,522 323,740

REVENUE SOURCE

TASK WORK ELEMENT

EXPENSES

FY14 CARRY FORWARD* BUDGET

TOTAL COSTPL (5.7% Match) SPR (20% Match) 5303 (20% Match)
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IV. SUN CORRIDOR WORK ELEMENTS 

1. Administration: Task 1 
Administer the MPO and its work program in a manner that: 

• Maintains the region’s eligibility to receive federal transportation capital and 
operating assistance; and  

• Provides a continuous, cooperative, and comprehensive transportation planning 
process throughout the Sun Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization region. 

FY 2014 Accomplishments 

• Establish fiscal agent; 
• Invoice appropriately as work is completed;  
• Identify the Sun Corridor Board of Directors;  
• Identify the Sun Corridor Technical Advisory Committee; 
• Develop MPO Bylaws; 
• Hire MPO Executive Director (completed February 10, 2014) 
• Develop a regional emissions analysis for the air quality non-attainment area 

Continue to work on in 2014: 
• Obtain a DUN’s number 
• Developed the 2014 UPWP 
• Develop the 2015 UPWP 
• Develop an agreement to separate the STP and HSIP projects from the CAG 

TIP; developing an agreement for the transfer of funds; (completed March 2014) 
• Develop MOU with MAG to meet Clean Air Act requirements; 
• Prepare, submit HSIP application to ADOT for Regional Safety Plan; 
• Develop scope of work for RTP 

 
2015 Activities: 

End Products and Measurable Outcomes for 2015: 

• Continue the ongoing transportation planning program through the execution of 
the tasks outline in the Work Program; 

o Provide to the Executive Board and ADOT, at a minimum, quarterly 
reports outlining progress with each task.  

• Hold Regular Technical Advisory Committee and Executive Board meetings 
(monthly or bi-monthly); 

o Agendas and meeting minutes will be posted on the Sun Corridor 
web site 

• Develop the Title VI for the MPO 
• Develop the Public Participation Plan; 

o Develop the PPP and submit to ADOT no later than August 1, 2014 
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• Develop the Sun Corridor’s portion of the Human Services Transportation 
Coordination Plan;  

o Provide the Sun Corridor portion of the plan to CAG for inclusion 
into their Coordination Plan, no later than August 1, 2014. 

• Quarterly invoices and progress reports ; 
o At a minimum, provide invoices and quarterly reports to ADOT for 

reimbursement. 
• Hold annual consultation with rural officials of the Sun Corridor MPO and ADOT 

staff. (By November) 
• Continue work on the RTP, Transit implementation plan, and Safety Plan 
• Develop the FY 2016 Work Program (Draft – March / Adoption – April/May). 

 
Sun Corridor Administration Budget  

TASK 1: ADMINISTRATION 

Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match
1.0 ADMINISTRATION $10,373 $740 $672 $5,715 $6,148 $2,966 $0 $0 $0 $26,613

TASK WORK ELEMENT

EXPENSES

TOTAL COSTPL (5.7% Match) SPR (20% Match) 5303 (20% Match)

 
2. Data Collection: Task 2 
 
Purpose 

Maintain a current inventory of data to support transportation planning, to include 
HPMS, Functional Classification of roads, Air Quality Standards, and Population data 
collection for projects and estimates. 

2.1 HPMS: 

FY 2015 Activities: 

In 2015, the Sun Corridor members will receive training for collecting, updating and 
maintaining all road and street section data in the HPMS database for the federal 
functional classified roads within the Sun Corridor region. 

• CAG will provide base-line traffic count data for inclusion into the HPMS system 
in 2014. 

• This data will be technically based on the latest available traffic count data. 
• Will meet federal and state mandates 
• Each Sun Corridor member will enter into the HPMS system all updated traffic 

counts, as needed. 
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Products and Measurable Outcomes: 

• HPMS Data Entry at 100% (Starts in January, ends in March annually); 
• Functional Classification Applications - Updates (as needed); 
• Develop a report, with corresponding FC Maps to be placed on the Sun 

Corridor website; 
• Provide the annual demographics report (June) to members. 

 
2.2 Functional Classifications: 

 
Only functionally classified roads (major collectors and above) can be awarded federal 
aid funding. 
 
FY 2015 Activities: 
 
The MPO will work with each member agency to ensure all Sun Corridor roads that 
qualify for classification, (or roads that need upgrading, or down grading) work through 
the application process.  This application process is available through the Sun Corridor 
for all members. 
 
Products and Measurable Outcomes: 
 

• Maintain a current inventory of the MPO’s functional classified roads 
o Provided each year and placed on the Sun Corridor web site 

• Ensure all roads are classified correctly 
o Meet with each community, and assess if there needs to be an updated 

application process for any roadways 
• Ensure new maps are updated and provided through ADOT 

o Reviewed and updated annually 
 

2.3 Air Quality Standards: 
 
FY 2015 Activities: 
 
Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG) provided services to develop the air-
quality conformity analysis that was needed for the non-attainment areas of the Sun 
Corridor.  This plan was approved by FHWA and FTA in February 2014. 
 
FY 2015 products and measurable outcomes: 
 
Sun Corridor MPO will continue to work with MAG, ensuring all projects in the air quality 
plan are included in the RTP, as well as the developing Sun Corridor TIP. 
 
Develop and maintain an MOU with MAG to ensure Clean Air Act requirements. 
Interagency Consultation 
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As required by the Federal transportation conformity rule (§93.105), the conformity 
process includes a significant level of cooperative interaction among federal, state, and 
local agencies.  For this air quality conformity analysis, interagency consultation was 
conducted as required by the Arizona Conformity SIP.  Conference call(s) or meeting(s), 
involving ADOT, ADEQ, EPA, FHWA, FTA, [representatives from SCMPO and other 
Interagency Consultation Group members] were conducted during 2013 to review all 
input planning assumptions, methodologies and analysis years. Table 5-3 summarizes 
the key decisions made by the interagency consultation group. 

Table 5-3: Interagency Consultation Decisions 

Sun Corridor Data Collection Budget  

TASK 2: DATA COLLECTION 

Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match
2.0 DATA COLLECTION & MAINTENANCE $10,373 $740 $672 $5,715 $6,148 $2,966 $0 $0 $0 $26,613

TASK WORK ELEMENT

EXPENSES

TOTAL COSTPL (5.7% Match) SPR (20% Match) 5303 (20% Match)

 

  

Item Decision 
Traffic Forecasts         Use of statistical relationships based on historic HPMS VMT trends and future county 

socioeconomic projections.   
EPA Emission Model(s)         [MOVES2010b and EPA’s AP-42] 

Regionally Significant Projects, 
Projects with a Significant Change in 

Design Concept and Scope 

        As shown in TIP and Plan listing, and project coding.   
          

Transportation Control Measures 
(TCM) Progress 

        [Pave of Chemically Stabilize Unpaved Roads; Pave, Vegetate or Chemically Stabilize 
Access Points Where Unpaved Traffic Surfaces Adjoin Unpaved Roads.]  

Exempt Projects          Notification of transportation plan or TIP amendments which merely add or delete 
exempt projects listed in §93.126 or §93.127. 

Triggers for Conformity         [New or revised TIP or LRTP.  NAAQS designation grace period.  Other.]  
24-Hour PM2.5 Conformity Test Analysis for [Pinal Nonattainment Area] 

Use [interim “No Greater Than 2008”] emission test 
Analysis Years:  [2008], [Year2], [Year3], [Year4] 

24-Hour PM10 Conformity Test         Analysis for [Nogales Nonattainment Area] 
Compare to EPA-Approved 2011 SIP MVEBs 

        Analysis Years : [2008], [Year2], [Year3], [Year4] 
Analysis Years         Analysis years (by pollutant/precursor) as shown in this report.  

Boundary Issues         MPO, RPO, nonattainment and maintenance area boundaries as stated in this report.  
Project Identification         All regionally significant, non-exempt projects, regardless of funding source, have been 

identified and included in this analysis.  
Design Scope         The design scope of projects under development is as stated or modeled in this analysis.  

Latest Planning Assumptions         As stated in this report, including:  fleet age data, I/M program, fuels used, environmental 
data, and other MOVES inputs (see MOVES input summary).   
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3. Transportation Improvement Program (TIP): Task 3 
 
The Sun Corridor TIP will be approved once the Sun Corridor MPO Regional 
Transportation Plan has been completed.  At present, the Sun Corridor TIP projects will 
be entered into the Statewide Transportation Improvement Plan (STIP), through ADOT.  
All projects have been removed from the CAG TIP. 

Purpose 

The TIP is a list of programmed design and construction projects that are fiscally 
constrained, and reflect the region’s transportation needs: 

• The TIP will show programmed design and construction projects out ten (10) 
years; and will show; 

• All Transit related projects that received federal aid funds (5310, 5307, 5311); 
• All local, private and other than federal aid funded projects; 
• All projects that require air quality mediation measures;   
• Will identify funding sources for each project; 
• Will provide for public comment; 
• Will support the Regional and State Transportation Plan; 
• Will coordinates with local capital programs; 
• Will list all ADOT projects within the Region; 
• Will list all ‘air quality’ listed projects. 

 

FY 2015 Activities  

Continue to work closely with each member agency that has projects on the current Sun 
Corridor TIP to ensure all projects are on track for obligation.   

Products and Measurable Outcomes: 

• Develop the TIP in accordance with the Regional Transportation Plan (Sun 
Corridor Staff & TAC).   

• Develop, maintain and provide a 2016 Sun Corridor Transportation Improvement 
Plan that can be incorporated into the ADOT State Transportation Improvement 
Plan (STIP).  

• Develop and maintain a running HSIP and STP constrained ledger to outline all 
active projects. 

• Develop and maintain the 2016 UPWP, and submit to ADOT by June 1, 2015. 
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Sun Corridor TIP Budget  

TASK 3: TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (TIP) 

Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match
3.0 TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM $20,746 $1,480 $1,343 $11,430 $12,295 $5,931 $0 $0 $0 $53,226

TASK WORK ELEMENT

EXPENSES

TOTAL COSTPL (5.7% Match) SPR (20% Match) 5303 (20% Match)

 

4.  Regional Transportation Plan (RTP): Task 4 
(Title 23 CFR 450 subpart C) 

The Sun Corridor RTP will be developed by Sun Corridor TAC, staff, and a consultant 
(when awarded).  The TAC and Executive Board of the Sun Corridor MPO have elected 
to utilize 2014 STP funds for the purpose of developing the RTP.      

The RTP process should start in May or June of 2014, or before.  The process will 
include developing the Scope of Work; Business Engagement and Compliance Office 
(BECO) review and consultation; developing the Request for Qualification; advertising 
for consultant; consultant interview process; develop the Professional Services 
Agreement; approval of the Professional Services Agreement by the Sun Corridor 
Executive Board and the City of Casa Grande (fiscal agent), and then contracting with 
the consultant.  This process will run through at least 2-fiscal years. 

Purpose 

Continue to develop and maintain the regional transportation plan for the region’s 
transportation needs that is: 

• Technically based on the latest available data on land use, population, 
demographics, and travel patterns 

• Philosophically based on regional goals and values 
• Financially based on predictable, reliable funding sources 
• Include a transit implementation study for the region 
• Cover a 20 year period with updates every four years. 
• Cover long range and short range strategies 
• Include a fiscally constrained plan; or sections thereof 
• Include all projects that will impact air quality (5 year list of projects identified in 

the air quality conformity plan. 
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FY 2015 Activities: 

Continue the development of the RTP, to bring it into compliance with MAP-21, once 
rule making has been developed.  The Sun Corridor MPO will work closely with the 
consultant to insure this component is addressed. 

• Coordinate with MAG to ensure projects that meet the conformity standards are 
updated or added to the TIP/STIP; 

• Working with the consultant MPO Director shall: 
o Develop planning tools to examine the impacts of a various growth 

scenarios on travel demand in order to improve long-range plan decision-
making and project prioritization; 

o Conduct regional analysis to determine future year transportation 
deficiencies based on an adopted growth scenario; 

o Develop short-, mid-, and long-range financial forecasts of local, state, and 
federal revenues and RTP expenditures; 

o Develop draft language and project lists for Regional Transportation Plan 
o Insure there are components for roads, transit, pedestrian walkways and 

bicycle facilities; 
o Develop comprehensive transit implementation plan, covering the MPO 

boundaries, and transit activities to and from outlying communities. 
 
Products and Measurable Outcomes: 

• Regional Transportation Plan, to include the Transit Implementation Plan 

Sun Corridor RTP Budget 

TASK 4: REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN 

Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match
4.0 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION PLAN $21,783 $1,554 $1,411 $12,002 $12,910 $6,228 $0 $0 $0 $55,888

TASK WORK ELEMENT

EXPENSES

TOTAL COSTPL (5.7% Match) SPR (20% Match) 5303 (20% Match)

 
Consultant Activities 

• To be determined once the Scope of Work is developed.    
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5. Public Participation Plan (PPP): Task 5 
 
Purpose 

To ensure the civil rights of all parties are protected through an opportunity to review 
and comment on the planning activities of Sun Corridor. The Public Involvement (aka 
Participation) Plan includes provisions to ensure the involvement of the public in the 
transportation planning process for the: 

• Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) 
• Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) 
• Public Transit and Coordination Plan (Annual) 
• Title VI Plan (Annual) 
• Any other activity which requires the public’s input 

 
FY 2015 Activities  

• Web site posting of the Executive Board and TAC Meeting schedule for the 
calendar year; 

• Local newspaper posting of the availability of the TIP, RTP, Coordination Plan, 
and PPP for review; 

• MPO staff to post Sun Corridor TIP and amendments on MPO website;  
• Staff to post meeting agendas on MPO website  within 48 hours  of meeting date; 
• Provide the Title VI Plan to ADOT, and provide an update annually by August 1 

each year; to be posted on the Sun Corridor web site; 
• Host Consultation with Rural Officials for the Sun Corridor area. 

 

Sun Corridor PPP Budget  

TASK 5: PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN (PPP) 

Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match
5.0 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN $5,187 $370 $336 $2,858 $3,074 $1,483 $0 $0 $0 $13,308

TASK WORK ELEMENT

EXPENSES

TOTAL COSTPL (5.7% Match) SPR (20% Match) 5303 (20% Match)
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6. Public Transportation Planning (Transit): Task 6 
 
Sun Corridor will provide program and project support for public transit, and human 
service transportation programs; as well as all other modes of transportation: 

Purpose 

To enhance a higher quality of life for area residents by: 
• Support economic vitality and growth through public/private transportation; 
• Increase the safety of the transportation system; 
• Increase accessibility and mobility; 
• Protect and enhance the environment, promote energy conservation, improve the 

quality of life, and promote local planned growth; 
• Enhance the integration and connectivity of the transportation system; 
• Emphasize the preservation of the exiting transportation system; 
• Promote multi-modal activities within the region. 

 
FY 2015 Activities:   

• Work with Central Arizona Governments (CAG) on their regional coordination 
plan, to ensure the Sun Corridor programs are included; 

• Coordinate FTA Section 5303, 5307, 5311 and 5310 programs in the Sun 
Corridor area with matters pertaining to transportation, urban public transit, 
ridesharing, and transportation systems, in concert with CAG; 

• Coordinate with ADOT in matters pertaining to FTA Section 5303, 5311 and 5310 
programs in the region. Including but not limited to announcing and publishing 
FTA Section 5303, 5311 and 5310 program related application workshops, panel 
interviews, safety notices, and reporting requirements. Sponsor ADOT/FTA 
Section 5303, 5311 and 5310 program related activities as appropriate;  

• Work with agencies within the Sun Corridor boundaries to ensure their programs 
are compliant, and provide technical assistance for application process, and Sun 
Corridor site visits; 

• Develop the transit implementation plan through the RTP. 
 
Sun Corridor Transit Budget  

TASK 6: COORDINATED PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION (TRANSIT) 

Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match
6.0 PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION PLANNING (5303) $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $37,720 $8,369 $11,522 $57,611

TASK WORK ELEMENT

EXPENSES

TOTAL COSTPL (5.7% Match) SPR (20% Match) 5303 (20% Match)
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7. Special Project Planning: Task 7 
 
At this time there are no special projects planned for Sun Corridor.  Future projects that 
do not fit into other Work Elements will be utilized in this category. 
 
Activities that can be considered ‘special projects’: 
 
The Sun Corridor MPO is involved in the following special committee, board or project 
meetings: (partial listing) 
 

• JPAC:   Joint Planning Advisory Council 
• State Freight Plan 
• MAG Freight Framework 
• Pinal Partnership 
• Transportation Trade Corridor Alliance (Board Member) 
• AzTA:  Arizona Transit Association (Board Member) 

 
TASK 7: SPECIAL PROJECT PLANNING 

Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match
7.0 SPECIAL PROJECT PLANNING $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

TASK WORK ELEMENT

EXPENSES

TOTAL COSTPL (5.7% Match) SPR (20% Match) 5303 (20% Match)

*Costs for the above committee or board meetings are captured elsewhere in the budget. 
 
8. Regional Planning: Task 8 
 
Funding Allocations (2014 project allocation, ongoing): 

• Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP)  
o The 2014 balance of Sun Corridor HSIP funds will be used to fund a 

region-wide comprehensive safety plan, which is ongoing for 2015. 
• Surface Transportation Program (STP) 

o The 2014 balance of Sun Corridor STP funds has been allocated to 
develop a LRP which will include a comprehensive transit implementation 
study, which is ongoing for 2015. 
 

Purpose  
The 2014 allocation of HSIP and STP funds provides for two important planning 
documents. 
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FY 2015 funding for HSIP and STP: 
 
Provide improvements and updates to road and safety related projects: 

• Technically based on the latest available data on land use, demographics, and 
travel patterns 

• Philosophically based on regional goals and values 
• Financially based on predictable, reliable funding sources 

 
HSIP: 
 
Sun Corridor will ensure annual allocations of HSIP funds are programmed on the TIP, 
and will, working with the TAC, develop and implement new projects and goals for the 
MPO HSIP program. 

STP: 

Sun Corridor will continue to manage the current STP programmed projects, and 
ensuring future STP funds are programmed throughout five or more years. 
 
FY 2015 Activities  

In conjunction with the Technical Advisory Committee, identify potential needs 
throughout the region; 

• Work with member entities to ensure current and future projects are moving 
forward and will obligate at the appropriate time. 

• Assist member entities in the development of new projects 
• Work with other COG/MPO’s on lending/borrowing funds to develop larger and 

more cost efficient projects 
 
Sun Corridor Regional Planning Budget  
 

TASK 8: REGIONAL PLANNING 

Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match
8.0 REGIONAL PLANNING $32,156 $2,294 $2,082 $17,717 $19,057 $9,194 $0 $0 $0 $82,500

TASK WORK ELEMENT

EXPENSES

TOTAL COSTPL (5.7% Match) SPR (20% Match) 5303 (20% Match)
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9. Environmental Overview Task 9 
 
It is Sun Corridor’s goal to comply with guidelines set forth by the Partnership for 
Sustainable Communities created between the EPA, the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development (HUD) and the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT).  

Purpose 

To support access to affordable housing, multi-modal transportation options, and lower 
transportation costs while protecting the environment in communities within the Sun 
Corridor MPO region. 

• Support existing communities; 
• Provide a vision for sustainable growth; 
• Enhance economic competitiveness; 
• Expand energy efficient neighborhoods for people of all ages and incomes. 

 
FY 2015 Activities: 
 

• Reach goals set out in the RTP for 2015  
• Coordinate planning efforts identified in the Regional Transportation Plan  
• Promote transit oriented and mixed-use development. 

 
Sun Corridor Environmental Overview Budget  

TASK 9: ENVIRONMENTAL OVERVIEW  

Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match
9.0 ENVIRONMENTAL OVERVIEW $3,112 $222 $202 $1,714 $1,842 $889 $0 $0 $0 $7,981

TASK WORK ELEMENT

EXPENSES

TOTAL COSTPL (5.7% Match) SPR (20% Match) 5303 (20% Match)

 

10. Capital Expenditures: Task 10 
 
With the creation of a new MPO, certain expenditures will be necessary to outfit staff, 
Board members and Committees within the next two years. These items may include 
computers, copiers, cell phones and other office furniture, equipment and supplies. 

Purpose 

To ensure that Sun Corridor has the appropriate equipment to meet its planning goals 
for the MPO region. 
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FY 2015 Activities 

• Continue to purchase capital needs as required to maintain a professional office 
setting.   

 
Sun Corridor Capital Budget 
 

TASK 10: CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 

Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match Personnel Operating Match
10.0 CAPITAL EXPENDITURES $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0

TASK WORK ELEMENT

EXPENSES

TOTAL COSTPL (5.7% Match) SPR (20% Match) 5303 (20% Match)

*Any costs for capital budget is captured in Casa Grande’s in-kind. 
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V. Unified Planning Work Program and Budget Approval 
 
 
In accordance with JPA ________, Section 3.0, the MPO shall submit the Unified Planning Work Program 
and Budget to the Executive Board for approval.  The MPO may not incur any costs for work outlined in 
the UPWP or any subsequent amendments prior to receiving written approval from ADOT, FHWA, and 
FTA. 
 
 
Sun Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization 
 
 
             
Sharon Mitchell         Date 
Sun Corridor MPO Executive Director 
 
 
             
Bob Jackson,          Date 
Sun Corridor MPO Executive Board Chair    
 
 
Arizona Department of Transportation, Multimodal Planning Division (ADOT MPD) 
 
 
             
Scott Omer           Date 
ADOT MPD Director 
 
 
             
Charla Glendening         Date 
ADOT MPD Planning Program Manager 
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VI. Transportation Acronyms 
Acronym Name Description 

ADOT Arizona Department of 
Transportation 

State Transportation Agency 

ADT Average Daily Traffic Count Traffic counts made every three years on 
all streets.  FHWA requirement. 

AASHTO American Association of State 
Highway Transportation Officials 

Association 

AzTA Arizona Transit Association  Transit Association – COG’s are members 
through ADOT.  MPO’s pay membership 

AP Apportionment The amount of Federal funds that are 
allocated to each COG/MPO 

BMS Bridge Management System ADOT’s inventory/condition of AZ’s bridges 
BR Bridge ID when doing Bridge Projects 
BQAZ Building a Quality AZ ADOT Study 
C & S Contracts and Specifications ADOT Contracts division 
CAG Central Arizona Governments COG – Covering Pinal and Gila Counties 
COG Council of Government There are four COG’s in Arizona  
CYMPO Central Yavapai Metro Planning Org COG – Covering Central Yavapai County 
DCR Design Concept Report Required for all federal aid projects 
EA Environmental Assessment Made on all federal aid projects 
EIS Environmental Impact Statement Findings of environmental assessment 
FC Functional Classification Classification of roads  
FHWA Federal Highway Administration Provides funding for planning 
FMPO Flagstaff Metro Planning Org MPO- Covering Flagstaff 
FTA Federal Transit Administration Provides funding for Transit 
HES Hazard Elimination/Roadside 

Obstacle Removal 
Funding for mostly state projects 

HPMS Highway Performance Monitoring 
System 

Yearly road information system for FC 
roads 

HRRRP High Risk Rural Road Program (sub 
program funds no longer available) 

Funding for any road that can be 
determined a high safety risk 

HSIP Highway Safety Improvement 
Program 

Local and State Funding for safety projects 

HURF Highway User Revenue Fund State shared revenue funding 
IGA Intergovernmental Agreement Contract between recipients and ADOT 
JPA Joint Project Agreement IGA and JPA are interchangeable - contract 
LH MPO Lake Havasu Metro Planning Org MPO – Covering Lake Havasu City 
LTAP Local Technical Assistance Program Training program for local agencies 
LRTP Long Range Transportation Plan Required planning doc for MPO’s 
LPA Local Public Agency ADOT’s division for local agencies 
MAP-21 Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21 

Century 
2012-2014 Transportation Bill 
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Acronym Name Description 

MPO Metropolitan Planning Organization Agency formed to provide transportation 
planning in a region or area that reaches 
50K in population 

   
MOU Memorandum of Understanding Agreement between two or more agencies 
NACOG Northern Arizona Council of Govs COG - Covering Apache, Navajo, 

Coconino, Yavapai counties  
OA Obligation Authority The amount of federal funds we can spend 

from our apportionment (a %) 
PMS Pavement Management Systems ADOT’s system for pavement preservation  
PM 10 Particulate Matter of 10 microns or 

less 
Environmental gage for clean air 

PL Planning Funds Funds allocated to Rural MPO’s 
PS & E Plans Specifications and Estimate All plans go through PS&E at ADOT 
RPO Regional Planning Organization Agency designated as the planning org 
ROW Right of Way Right of Way Access – purchase, etc. 
RTP Regional Transportation Plan TMA’s and MPO’s must have plans 
SCMPO Sun Corridor MPO Covering Casa Grande, Coolidge, Eloy and 

unincorporated Pinal County 
SEAGO SouthEastern Arizona Gov Org COG – Covering Santa Cruz, Cochise, 

Graham and Greenlee Counties 
SHPO State Historic Preservation 

Organization 
All COG projects must go through SHPO to 
determine eligibility 

SHSP State Highway Safety Plan ADOT’s Safety Plan 
SPR State Wide Planning and Research  ADOT Planning Funds 
STIP State Transportation Improvement 

Program 
Statewide TIP.  A 5 year program of all 
construction projects (to include the TIP). 

STP Surface Transportation Program Funds that go through the COG/MPO’s for 
projects  

SVMPO Sierra Vista MPO MPO- Covering Sierra Vista and parts of 
Cochise County 

TAC Transportation Advisory Committee COG TAC meetings to determine projects   
TAP Transportation Alternative Projects Five sub-programs moved into TAP by 

MAP-21; Enhancement, SRTS, By-ways, 
recreational-trails, historic, etc. 

TAZ Traffic Analysis Zone ADOT does this for us 

TEA Transportation Enhancement 
Application (no longer available) 

Grants offered to communities for 
enhancing their roadways 

TDMS Transportation Data Management 
System 

Software application available to all local 
governments to upload traffic data 

THPO Tribal Historic Preservation 
Organization 

All Tribal projects must go through the 
THPO eligibility process. 
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Acronym Name Description 

TIP Transportation Improvement Program Projects that are funded must be on the TIP 
in order to be programmed for construction 
and reimbursement. 

TMA Transportation Management Area MAG and PAG are TMA’s (Large metro)  
UZA Urbanized Areas Defined areas by ADOT/FHWA based on 

population census.  Reviewed every 10 
years. 

UPWP United Planning Work Program MPO’s Work Program 
WACOG Western Arizona Council of Govs COG – Covering La Paz and Mohave Co. 
WP Work Program ADOT-COG Contract and Planner duties 

outlined 
YMPO Yuma Metro Planning Org MPO Covering all of YUMA County 

TRANSIT ACRONYMS  
5303 Transit Planning Funds Available to MPO’s 
5304 FTA Rural Planning and Research 

funds 
Available to MPO’s to provide planning, 
trainings, etc.  

5310 Elderly and Disable Transit Program Nonprofits and Cities/Towns 
5307 Small Urban Transit Program Public Transit Systems 
5311 Rural Public Transit Program Small Rural public transit systems 
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If you have any questions, please contact: 

Sun Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Casa Grande, Arizona 

www.scmpo.org 

Sharon Mitchell, Director 
smitchell@scmpo.org 

520-366-6038 
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1. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION PLAN 
 

Background 
 
Over the past few years, governmental agencies have come to recognize the 
increasing importance of involving the public as they plan, organize, and implement 
transportation projects.  Involving interested parties generally results in a more 
effective project overall.  Taking time at the beginning to communicate with 
potentially affected parties, carefully explaining the proposal, and gathering input, 
can enhance the project and potentially reduce the time and effort for 
implementation. 
 
The goals of public involvement are to ensure that: 
 

• Residents are given the opportunity (through their respective community 
representative) to participate in the transportation planning process. 

• The issues and concerns of residents are given consideration in the selection 
of transportation investments. 

• Transportation investments do not disproportionately burden any population 
with adverse impacts. 

 
This plan outlines the importance of, and specific guidelines for, involving community 
members, organizations, governments, transportation professionals and others in 
ongoing and future regional projects, plans, and programs.  Included is information 
about the value of public participation, how it will be accomplished, and what will be 
done with the results. 
 
It is important to note that a Public Participation Plan (PPP), or also known as the 
Public Involvement Plan (PIP) needs to incorporate a broad array of interested 
parties.  These include agencies responsible for land use management, natural 
resources, environmental protection, conservation and historical preservation.  
Involving all the potentially affected interests, including the traditionally underserved 
populations, can significantly increase a plan or project’s efficiency and 
effectiveness.  By following the process outlined in this plan, SCMPO will be able to 
better ensure inclusive and meaningful public involvement. 
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Sun Corridor MPO FACT Sheet 
 

As a result of the 2010 Census, the Sun Corridor MPO was formed in 2013.  It 
encompasses 1,155 square miles, and provides transportation planning services to the 
City of Casa Grande, Coolidge, the Town of Eloy, and rural portions of Pinal County.  
The population of the Sun Corridor MPO is 119,332. 

The Sun Corridor MPO is in the process of developing a Regional Transportation Plan, 
a Strategic Safety Plan, and a transit Coordination Plan, to help determine the needs, 
and prioritize projects within the planning boundaries. 

Nestled between two Transportation Management Areas (MAG and PAG), and three 
Native American Tribes, the Sun Corridor is in a unique position of developing 
relationships that will enhance the corridor’s ability to provide goods, services, economic 
development strategies, improve local regionally significant roads and transit systems, 
as well as transportation improvements along I-8, I-10, (the future of I-11), and working 
with our rail roads. 

All freight import/export from Mexico (Nogales and Douglas) travels through the Sun 
Corridor MPO region on I-8 and I-10, providing excellent opportunities for collaboration 
on future projects. 
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Public Involvement Process 
 
Public participation implies an open process. This means that anyone who is 
potentially affected, or is just interested in the process, is welcome to participate.  
Some of the reasons for encouraging this openness are: 
 

• Project leaders may gain new information; 
• Participants, who want a project to be completed, can provide additional 

resources in the form of assistance, goods, or services; 
• Public participation can be a forum for dispute resolution; 
• Progress can be made and implementation occur because; 
• The project itself will be better designed with public input; 
• The community better understands what the project is about; 
• Input can be a warning mechanism for potential problems. 

 
Participant comments help the project leaders understand areas where additional 
people may have concerns or misunderstandings.  This can be used to provide 
better information to others who are not participating. 
 
Just opening the process to the public is not enough.  There are numerous 
populations that are not likely to get involved unless a special effort is made to reach 
out to them.  In this Plan, groups that need a more focused effort to get involved are 
referred to as “underserved populations”.  These include, but are not limited to: 
 

• Minority (Hispanic and/or non-white) community members. 
• Low-Income community members. 
• Physically and mentally challenged community members. 
• People who rely on alternative transportation. 
• People with limited English proficiency. 
• Aging populations. 

 
By making a reasonable extra effort to include these populations, SCMPO hopes to 
ensure that the interests and input of all residents are given equal consideration. 
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Guidelines 
 
a. Techniques 
 
There are numerous and varied techniques/activities to provide the opportunity for 
public involvement.  Any combination and number of these may be used depending 
on the scope of the specific plan, program, or project.  These techniques/activities 
are defined in detail in Table 1.  As funding permits, SCMPO will select from the 
various activities to provide the most effective public participation in each particular 
situation. 
 
b. Welcoming Attitude 
 
Public participation is welcomed and encouraged by SCMPO.  All questions and 
statements are valuable and will be treated as such.  Participants will be treated with 
respect.  Meetings will be conducted with basic ground rules that enforce civil 
discussion.  Anyone who feels that these rules have not been followed should 
contact SCMPO staff at (520) 366-6038. 
 
c. Meeting Schedules and Locations 
 
Meetings and hearings, which are open for public participation, will be scheduled to 
allow the best opportunity for attendance by the general public and other entities 
whenever possible.  The meeting locations will be convenient and ADA accessible.  
In addition to general meetings, events and activities, reasonable efforts will be 
made to reach those who are particularly affected, the underserved or others who 
request SCMPO come to them.  These options are open to any group or individual 
and it is the policy of SCMPO to go where people are whenever possible.  Locations 
and meeting times for these activities will be designed according to the specific 
needs.  Transportation meeting dates, times and locations are available on line at 
www.scmpo.org. 
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d. Notification 
 
Notices will follow the general Open Meeting Law of the State of Arizona.  
Information about meetings, events and other opportunities for participation will be 
made in a timely manner.  This is especially important for the physically and mentally 
challenged as extra time may be needed to arrange for accommodations to meet 
their needs.  This notification will be easy to understand and provide adequate 
information or explain where the information can be obtained. 
 
e. Presentation of Information 
 
In order to help citizens better understand Transportation Planning and SCMPO 
programs, efforts will be made to show how presented information specifically 
relates to the public in both the near future as well as long-term.  Visualization 
enhancements such as color, animation, physical props, pictures, 3-D models, etc., 
will be incorporated as appropriate and as budgets allow. 
 
f. Written and Personal Communications from SCMPO 
 
Technical and policy information from SCMPO will be written so that it is clear and 
understandable to the public.  All relevant information will be open for public 
consideration.  Knowledgeable people will be available to answer questions at 
meetings and respond to phone questions in a timely manner. 
 
g. Ongoing Communications 
 
SCMPO will use mailings, media, and electronic technology such as e-mail and web 
sites to have ongoing communication with the public and other entities.  Members of 
the staff are also available via the phone for questions, concerns, and suggestions. 
 
h. Other Entities 
 
The needs and interests of other public and governmental entities will be solicited as 
appropriate.  Coordination, cooperation, and teamwork among all the agencies are 
vital to the success of any plan, program, or project. 
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i. Transportation Interests 
 
SCMPO will solicit input from transportation-related groups such as freight interests, 
private providers of transportation, chambers of commerce, and others. 
 
j. Opportunities for Input 
 
Opportunities for input will vary depending on the project, program, or plan.  For 
larger projects, such as a regional transportation plan, there could be several rounds 
of public participation.  There will be the opportunity for initial comments on what 
projects citizens would like their transportation system to include, prior to the start of 
any work.  Comments on the first draft would be collected and incorporated as 
appropriate in the final draft.  Finally, if there were significant changes to the final 
draft, there could be another call for input.  In each of these stages a variety of 
techniques would be used to involve all the stakeholders.  This will be determined by 
the extent and nature of the project and available funds to do so. 
 
k. Use of Public Comments 
 
A complete record of public comments will be retained for public review.  In specific 
cases, identified by federal regulations, the public comments could be a part of the 
final document.  Additionally, individual questions will receive a response in a timely 
manner. 
 
l. Decision Making 
 
All final transportation decisions (other than those requiring a vote of the people) are 
made by one or more groups of elected or appointed officials.  Public meetings allow 
comments to be collected and may identify a consensus.  The final decision, 
however, will be up to the elected and/or appointed officials based on a 
consideration of all related information.  Prior to each key decision point, ample 
opportunity will be offered for input and that input will be shared with the decision-
makers. 
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Evaluating Public Involvement Activities 
 
A continuing focus on evaluation and enhancement of the public participation 
process should help to improve the outcome of each new SCMPO plan, project, or 
program.  Evaluating public participation is a multi-dimensional task.   
 
• First, there is the quantitative aspect which uses measurements such as the 

number of activities held, the number of notices sent, and/or the number of 
people who participated.  While valid and important, these factors may not show 
the complete picture. 

 
• Second, it is important to evaluate the qualitative aspects relating to perceptions, 

attitudes, and effectiveness.  Did the people who participated feel they were 
heard?  Were all the potentially affected interests (including the underserved) 
actually represented?  Were the materials provided easy to understand?  Were 
announcements received in a timely manner? 

 
• Third, is the question of how the public input was used.  This information needs 

to be recorded and made available. It also needs to be considered in the 
decision-making process.   
 

• Fourth, is the need to evaluate the reason something happened. Understanding 
why there was good (or poor) participation is important to assessing 
effectiveness. 

 
The ultimate point to consider in an evaluation is the existence of respect and trust.  
It is not possible to please everyone, but it should be possible to proceed forward 
with an atmosphere of respect and trust, and SCMPO intends to earn this by being 
fair and open with everyone at all times. 
 

2. Development, Adoption, and Revision of the Public Participation Plan 
 
This PPP, and the associated Title VI Implementation Plan has gone through several 
stages during its development: 
 

• Preparation of a preliminary draft plan; 
• Evaluation of this plan to ensure compliance with all federal regulations; 
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• Review of the plan by SCMPO’s Technical Advisory Committee; 
• Review of the plan by stakeholders including the general public, 

governmental entities, and transportation professionals/businesses, for at 
least 30 days (this is during the 45 day public input process); 

• Revision of the plan based on the above reviews; 
• Completion of a final draft plan; 
• Circulation of the draft plan for at least 45 calendar days. This includes notice 

to all potentially affected interests that this final draft plan is available for 
review, including placement at public libraries throughout the region; 

• Review and evaluation of any further recommended changes; 
• Adoption of the plan by the SCMPO TAC, and SCMPO Regional Council; 
• Ongoing implementation of the plan by SCMPO; 
• Availability of alternative formats i.e. large prints, Braille, audio/video 

cassettes (as appropriate) upon request for individuals who are blind or 
individuals with hearing/vision impairments.  Due to the time and expense 
required to develop such materials, this will only be done upon request and a 
minimum of two weeks’ notice must be provided to ensure timely preparation 
of such materials.   
 

The plan will be officially reviewed at a minimum of every three (3) years.   This re-
evaluation will involve significant public input and a minimum 45 calendar day review 
period prior to adopting any changes.  All efforts to involve the public and other 
organizations will follow the steps outlined in the current plan. 
 
Other periodic revisions may occur, as new and better approaches are determined.  
Each time any significant content revisions are made (other than technical or 
grammatical revisions) the public will be given a 45-calendar day review and 
comment period prior to implementing the changes.  SCMPO will update the plan 
annually and submit an annual accomplishment report to ADOT. 
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Table 1 – Public Participation Toolbox  
 

Activity Description 

Brochure 
 

Written material to distribute generally contains more information 
than a flyer.  It is often folded to create a small piece for 
distribution. 

Charrette 
  
 

An intensive brainstorming session using visual methods to define 
alternatives. 

Conference 
 

A meeting with two or more people where the participants confer 
and discuss.  (This can also be a series of meetings and/or events 
focused on a unifying subject.) 

Display 
Information and materials are displayed in an informal setting 
where people are free to move about and consider whatever is of 
interest to them. 

E-mail Using the Internet to contact people with electronic mail addresses. 
 

Focus Group 
A small carefully selected group of individuals who meet together to 
give feedback to the organizer on a specific topic. 

Forums 

A public meeting that is designed to help attendants better 
understand a subject by hearing different points of view.  Usually 
several people with differing opinions, each make a short 
presentation and then answer questions.  It is not designed for 
decision making. 

Information 
Booths  Place an information exhibit at fair-type events. 

Meetings 

These are opportunities for larger groups of people to get together 
for a multitude of purposes.  The general intent is to allow people to 
interact on a person-to-person basis.  Meetings can be held for a 
wide variety of reasons from working on an issue to making a 
presentation 

Modeling 
Computer and/or physical modeling can be used to help people 
better visualize or better understand a particular concept or project. 

Newspaper 
Advertisement 

Information that a newspaper prints in their paper that is not part of 
the news.  The person/group placing the advertisement has control 
of the content. 

Posters A large written announcement posted in a public place. 
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Activity Description 
Presentation 
Meetings 

These meetings allow the organizer to provide information and 
answer questions for a large group at once. 

Press Releases 

This official release tells the press there is news they might be 
interested in reporting.  It generally follows a specific format and 
includes who, what when, where and a contact for more 
information. 

Public Hearings 

This is a legal meeting that is often required to make sure there is 
some opportunity for public comment.  It is normally done with 
elected officials sitting at the front and allowing community 
members very specific conditions to speak under. 

Public Notice These are official notices posted prior to meetings. 

Public Service 
Announcements 

These are short announcements usually on radio or television, for 
which there is no charge and announce something important for 
the public to know. 

Web Site 
A series of "pages" on the Internet that relate to a specific subject. 
They can be reached by anyone who has access to the Internet by 
typing a particular address or by doing a search. 

 
Transportation Planning is relevant to all people.  Maintaining public interest as 
decisions are made is critical to gathering effective public input.  Therefore: 
 
• With each contact, efforts will be made to present information that is relevant and 

show how this information relates to the public in both the near future as well as 
long-term. 

• As any of the above tools are used, SCMPO will keep in mind the importance of 
making whatever the subject matter is as interesting as possible.  Color, 
animation, physical props, pictures, visualization, 3-D models, etc. will be 
incorporated, as budget allows, enhancing the experience for the public. 

• Public notices must include reasonable accommodations for individuals with 
disabilities with special needs, e.g. sign language interpreters.  SCMPO will 
include point of contact person, telephone number, e-mail address, and 
timeframe for response from those with special needs. 

• When the scope of a proposed project or plan has the potential to significantly 
impact individuals with special needs, pertinent materials will be available in 
alternative formats, i.e. large print, Braille, audio/video. 
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Sun Corridor MPO’s COMMITMENT 
 
This plan contains background material, guidelines, and commitments that SCMPO is 
undertaking to incorporate an effective public process into future plans, projects, and 
programs. Specifically SCMPO is committed to:  
 
• Inclusive and meaningful public involvement; 

• Open and honest communications with all individuals and entities; 

• Timely public notice; 

• Full public access to information and key decisions; 

• Creating a sense of shared responsibility and ownership for regional 

transportation/congestion problems and a shared sense of pride in the development 

of solutions to those problems; 

• Helping form partnerships between member entities, and the private and public 

sectors to plan and implement transportation/congestion solutions; 

• Establishing policies and prioritizing needs based on valid data and using objective, 

fair and consistent processes; 

• Providing information and gathering input so that decision makers will be able to 

make informed decisions; 

 
For further information, please 

Contact: 
 
Sharon Mitchell, Director 
Sun Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization 
c/o City of Casa Grande 
510 E Florence Blvd. 
Casa Grande, AZ 85122 
520-366-6038 
smitchell@scmpo.org 
www.scmpo.org 
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TITLE VI REPORT 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

This report covers the Sun Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization’s (SCMPO) 
efforts in providing Title VI non-discrimination policies transportation planning activities 
for Federal Aid Programs administered through SCMPO.    

SCMPO assures that no person shall; on the grounds of race, color, national origin, 
gender, age, disability, or veteran status be excluded from participation in, be denied 
the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination under any SCMPO 
sponsored program or activity. 

SCMPO also assures that every effort will be made to prevent discrimination through 
the impacts of its programs, policies and activities on minority and low-income 
populations within its region. 

SCMPO’s Transportation Program provides technical assistance and planning activities 
for the City of Casa Grande, the City of Coolidge, The Town of Eloy, and portions of 
rural Pinal County. 
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II. SCMPO ASSURANCES 
 

GENERAL ASSURANCES 

Federal-aid Highway Program  

The Sun Corridor Metropolitan Organization (SCMPO) HEREBY AGREES THAT 
as a condition to receiving any Federal financial assistance from the Department of 
Transportation it will comply with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252, 
42 U.S.C. 2000d-42 U.S.C. 2000d-4 (hereinafter referred to as the Act), the Civil 
Rights Restoration Act of 1987 (Public Law 100.259) and all requirements imposed 
by or pursuant to Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Department of 
Transportation, Subtitle A, Office of the Secretary, Part 21, Nondiscrimination in 
Federally Assisted Programs of the Department of Transportation - Effectuation of 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. (hereinafter referred to as the Regulations) 
and other pertinent directives, to the end that in accordance with the Act, 
Regulations, and other pertinent directives, no person in the United States shall, on 
the grounds of race, color, national origin, disability,  gender, age, or veteran status, 
be excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise 
subjected to discrimination under any program or activity for which the Recipient 
receives Federal financial assistance from the Department of Transportation, 
including the Federal Highway Administration, and HEREBY GIVES ASSURANCE 
THAT it will promptly take any measures necessary to effectuate this agreement. 
This assurance is required by subsection 21.7(a) (1) of the Regulations, a copy of 
which is attached. 

SPECIFIC ASSURANCES 

Federal Aid Highway Program Assurance 

More specifically and without limiting the above general assurance, the Recipient 
hereby gives the following specific assurances with respect to its Federal Aid 
Highway Program:  

1. That SCMPO agrees that each "program" and each "facility" as defined in 49 
CFR 21.23(b) and (e) and the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987, will be 
(with regard to a "program" or activity) conducted, or will be (with regard to a 
"facility") operated in compliance with all nondiscriminatory requirements 
imposed by, or pursuant to, the Regulations and this agreement.  
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2. That SCMPO shall insert the following notification in all solicitations for bids 
for work or material subject to the Regulations and made in connection with all 
Federal Aid Highway Program and, in adapted form in all proposals for 
negotiated agreements:  

3. SCMPO, in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stet. 
252, 42 U.S.C. 2000d to 2000d-4 end Title 49, the Civil Rights Restoration Act 
of 1987 (Public Law 100.259).  Code of Federal Regulations, Department of 
Transportation, Subtitle A, Office of the Secretary, Part 21, Nondiscrimination 
in Federally-Assisted Programs of the Department of Transportation issued 
pursuant to such Act, hereby notifies all bidders that it will affirmatively insure 
that in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement, minority 
business enterprises will be afforded full opportunity to submit bids in 
response to this invitation and will not be discriminated against on the grounds 
of race, color, national origin, age, disability, gender or veteran status in 
consideration for an award.  

4. That SCMPO shall insert the clauses of Appendix A of this assurance in every 
contract subject to this Act and the Regulations.  

5. That SCMPO shall insert the clauses of Appendix B of this assurance, as a 
covenant running with the land, in any deed from the United States affecting a 
transfer of real property, structures, or improvements thereon, or interest 
therein.  

6. That where SCMPO receives Federal financial assistance to construct a 
facility, or part of a facility, the assurance shall extend to the entire facility and 
facilities operated in connection therewith.  

7. That where SCMPO receives Federal financial assistance in the form, or for 
the acquisition of real property or an interest in real property, the assurance 
shall extend to rights to space on, over, or under such property.   

8. That SCMPO shall include the appropriate clauses set forth in Appendix C of 
this assurance, as a covenant running with the land, in any future deeds, 
leases, permits, licenses, and similar agreements enter into by SCMPO with 
other parties: (a) for the subsequent transfer of real property acquired or 
improved under Federal Aid Highway Program; and (b) for the construction or 
use of or access to space on, over, or under real property acquired, or 
improved under Federal Aid Highway Program.  
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9. That this assurance obligates SCMPO for the period during which Federal 
financial assistance is extended to the program, except where the Federal 
financial assistance is to provide, or is in the form of, personal property, or 
real property or interest therein or structures or improvements thereon, in 
which case the assurance obligates SCMPO or any transferee for the longer 
of the following periods: (a) the period during which the property is used for a 
purpose for which the Federal financial assistance is extended, or for another 
purpose involving the provision of similar services or benefits; or (b) the period 
during which SCMPO retains ownership or possession of the property.  

10. SCMPO shall provide for such methods of administration for the program as 
are found by the Secretary of Transportation or the official to whom he 
delegates specific authority to give reasonable guarantee that it, other 
recipients, sub-grantees, contractors, subcontractors, transferees, successors 
in interest, and other participants of Federal financial assistance under such 
program will comply with all requirements imposed or pursuant to the Act, the 
Regulations and this assurance.  

11. SCMPO agrees that the United States has a right to seek judicial enforcement 
with regard to any matter arising under the Act, the Regulations and this 
assurance.  

THIS ASSURANCE is given in consideration of and for the purpose of obtaining any 
and all Federal grants, loans, contracts, property, discounts or other Federal financial 
assistance extended after the date hereof to SCMPO under the Federal Aid Highway 
Program and is binding on it, other recipients, sub-grantees, contractors, 
subcontractors, transferees, successors in interest and other participants in the 
Federal Aid Highway Program. The person or persons whose signatures appear 
below are authorized to sign this assurance on behalf of SCMPO. 
 

 

By         Date:     
Sharon Mitchell, Executive Director 
Sun Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization 
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Federal Transit Administration Assurance 

The Sun Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization (SCMPO) HEREBY CERTIFIES 
THAT, as a condition of receiving Federal financial assistance under the Federal Transit 
Act of 1964, as amended, it will ensure that: 

1. No person on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, age, disability, 
or veteran status will be subjected to discrimination in the level and quality of 
transportation planning services and transit-related benefits. 
 

2. The Sun Corridor MPO will compile, maintain, and submit in a timely manner 
Title VI information required by FTA Circular 4702.1, and in compliance with 
the Department of Transportation’s Title VI regulation, 49 CFR Part 21.9. 

 
3. The Sun Corridor MPO will make it known to the public that those person or 

persons alleging discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
gender, age, disability, or veteran status as it relates to the provision of 
transportation services and transit-related benefits may file a complaint with 
the Federal Transit Administration and/or the U.S. Department of 
Transportation. 

Certification 

THIS ASSURANCE is given in consideration of and for the purpose of obtaining any 
and all Federal grants, loans, contracts, property, discounts or other Federal financial 
assistance extended after the date hereof to the Western Arizona Council of 
Governments by the Department of Transportation under the Federal-aid Highway 
Program/Federal Transit Grant Program, and is binding on it, other recipients, sub-
grantees, contractors, subcontractors, transferees, successors in the interest and other 
participants in these same Federal-aid programs.  The person whose signature appears 
below is authorized to sign this assurance on behalf of the Sun Corridor MPO. 

 

By         Date:     
Sharon Mitchell, Executive Director 
Sun Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization 
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III. Sun Corridor Regional Boundaries  
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IV. SCMPO’s ORGANIZATION AND PLANNING ADMINISTRATION  
 

SCMPO’s transportation planning area covers 1,155 square miles within Pinal County.  
Within the MPO region, there are three incorporated communities, unincorporated rural 
Pinal County areas, and two Native American Tribes (not members of the SCMPO). 

SCMPO is charged with providing technical assistance to all the entities within the 
region, for transportation planning, project management, transit programs and activities, 
and other related programs. 

a. General Organization 

The Sun Corridor MPO was developed in 2013, and is dedicated to serving its 
local jurisdictions, within Casa Grande, Coolidge, Eloy and rural Pinal County. 

b. Sun Corridor MPO Title VI Coordination and Administration 
 
The chairperson of the Board for the Sun Corridor MPO is responsible for 
ensuring the implementation of the SCMPO Title VI program.  The Executive 
Director of SCMPO, on behalf of the Executive Board, is responsible for the 
overall management of the Title VI program, and serves as the Title VI Chief 
Officer.   

 
Compliance for the SCMPO transportation planning program is ongoing and falls 
under duties of the SCMPO Executive Director; which includes, but is not limited 
to, activities such as; project reporting, data collection, technical assistance and 
training.  Disadvantaged populations, to include individuals with Limited English 
Proficiency, are provided equal opportunity to participate in transportation 
planning through the SCMPO Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) member 
in their community. The day to day administration of the transportation programs 
lies with the SCMPO Executive Director, located in Casa Grande Arizona. 
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c. SCMPO Title VI Coordinator Contact Information 

 
Sharon Mitchell, Director 
Sun Corridor MPO 
c/o City of Casa Grande 
510 E Florence Blvd. 
Casa Grande, AZ 85122 
520-366-6038 
smitchell@scmpo.org 
www.scmpo.org 
 

V. SCMPO Membership 
 

a. List of Member Communities 

The member agencies of SCMPO are represented on the Executive Board by elected 
officials, and the resident ADOT Transportation Board Member. It is the function of the 
Executive Board to act as a policy body, coordinating transportation planning and 
related implementation activities within the SCMPO transportation region. The Board 
must approve all agreements and contracts, and the Chairman must sign all appropriate 
documents related to contracts and agreements. The Executive Board consists of 
elected officials from the below communities. 

Community Executive Board Representative 

City of Casa Grande Mayor Bob Jackson 

City of Coolidge Mayor Tom Shope 

Town of Eloy Mayor Joe Nagy 

Pinal County District 3 Supervisor Stephen Miller, District 3 

ADOT Board Member Kelley Anderson, District 4 
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b. Technical Advisory Committee 

The Sun Corridor MPO Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) is the technical 
advisory committee to the Executive Board.  The voting member TAC is comprised of 
an appointed representative from each public works department of each member entity, 
and an ADOT representative.  The committee has the authority, and primary 
responsibility to conduct technical reviews regarding all work activities of the Unified 
Planning Work Program; to recommend project awards; and to advise the Executive 
Board on appropriate actions to be taken for the overall planning direction of the region. 

Community TAC Representative 

Casa Grande Duane Eitel, Traffic Engineer 

Coolidge Susanna Struble, PW Director  

Eloy Harvey Krauss, Town Manager 

Pinal County Doug Hansen, Development Services 

ADOT Charla Glendening, ADOT Planner 
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c. Statistical Data of Communities 

The information below was provided through the ACS Demographic Estimates located at:  www.factfinder.census.gov 

Geographic 
Area 

Total Pop White Black American 
Indian 

Asian Hispanic 

Casa Grande 51,333 32,600 2,249 2.232 875 18,932 

Coolidge 12,120 7,418 928 670 115 4,962 

Eloy 17,021 6,056 1,685 571 755 9,648 

Pinal County 
(Inside MPO) 

28,388      
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d. Race and Gender Statistical for SCMPO Committees: 

 RACE  GENDER 
Committees White Hispanic Am. Indian Male Female 

Executive Board 4 1  5  

Transportation 
Advisory 

5   3 2 

 

VI. COMPLAINT PROCESS 
 

Any person who believes that he or she, either individually, as a member of any 
specific class of persons, or in connection with any minority contractor, has been 
subjected to discrimination prohibited by Title VI of Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the 
Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 may file a complaint.  The complaint must be (a) 
unequal treatment because of race, color, national organ, gender, age, disability, 
veteran status, or (b) noncompliance with Title VI rules or guidelines adopted there-
under. 

The Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) has the principal responsibility 
for processing, investigating, and resolving any complaint arising as a result of 
operations its sub-recipients such as SCMPO.  SCMPO will be responsible for 
processing, investigating and resolving complaints of discrimination by its member 
agencies.  SCMPO contact information is as follows: 

 Sharon Mitchell, Executive Director  
 Sun Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization 
 510 E Florence Blvd. 
 Casa Grande, AZ 85221 
 

The complaint process will follow the ADOT procedures.  Complaints must be filed in 
writing to:  

ADOT Civil Rights Office 
1135 N. 22nd Avenue, 2nd Floor Mail Drop154A 
Phoenix, AZ 85009   
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The ADOT telephone number is 602-712-7761.  Complaints received by SCMPO will 
be forwarded to the ADOT Civil Rights Office. 

A formal complaint must be filed within 180 calendar days of the alleged act of 
discrimination or the date when the alleged discrimination became known to the 
complainant(s), or where there has been a continuing course of conduct, the date on 
which the conduct was discontinued or the latest instance of the conduct.  This 
timeframe is prescribed by 49 CFR 21.11(b). 

The complaint must meet the following requirements: 
 

a. Complaint shall be in writing and signed by the complainant(s) and must 
include complainant(s) name, address, and phone number. The Title VI 
Program Manager or a liaison will assist the complainant with documenting 
the issues if necessary. 

b. Present date of the alleged act of discrimination; date when the 
complainant(s) became aware of the alleged discrimination; or the date on 
which that conduct was discontinued or the latest instance of the conduct. 

c. Present a detailed description of the issues including names and job titles of 
those individuals perceived as parties in the complained-of-incident. 
 

d. Allegations received by fax or e-mail will be acknowledged and processed, 
once the identity (ies) of the complainant(s) and the intent to proceed with the 
complaint have been established.  For this, the complainant is required to 
mail a signed, original copy of the fax or e-mail transmittal for the Civil Rights 
Office (CRO) to be able to process it. 

e. Allegations received by telephone will be reduced to writing and provided to 
the complainant for confirmation or revision before processing.  A complaint 
form will be forwarded to the complainant for him/her to complete, sign, and 
return to the CRO for processing. 

f. Within 45 calendar days of the acceptance of the complaint, the ADOT 
investigator will prepare a draft investigative report for the review of the ADOT 
CRO Deputy Administrator.  The report shall include a narrative description of 
the incident, identification of persons interviewed, findings, and 
recommendations for disposition. 

g. ADOT’s final investigative report with the preliminary findings and a copy of 
the complaint will be forwarded by certified mail to either FHWA (Arizona 
Division office Civil Rights Specialist). FTA or FAA or NHTSA, within 60 
calendar days of the acceptance of the complaint, per 23 CFR 200.9(b) (3). 
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A complainant dissatisfied with USDOT’s final agency decision may file action with 
the appropriate US District Court. 
 

VII. PROGRAM AREAS 
 

a. Transportation Planning 
 
The purpose of Sun Corrdior’s Transportation Planning Program is to assure that 
transportation, air quality planning, related multi-modal programs, and the 
implementation of projects, are effectively identified and coordinated by local, state, 
federal agencies, and the general public.  
 
Management of the planning process is under direction from the Sun Corridor’s 
Executive Board thru the Executive Director. It is the function of the Executive Board to 
act as a policy body coordinating transportation planning, and related implementation 
activities within the overall regional planning process. 
 
The Sun Corridor’s Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) provides review and 
input, as appropriate, and works directly with SCMPO’s staff, providing guidance for 
development of all work elements. 
  
One of the primary functions of the Transportation Planning Process is to develop and 
maintain a fiscally constrained 5 to 10 year Transportation Improvement Program (TIP).  
 

b. Other Activities Provided by Sun Corridor’s Transportation Staff 
 

• Public Involvement – Provide outreach activities to stakeholders 
• Highway Performance Management System – Traffic Counts & Road 

Classification 
• Air Quality Standards 
• Regional Planning Coordination – Technical Assistance for project management, 

grant writing, funding research  
• Transit – Planning and management activities to all rural transit programs 

throughout the region 
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VIII. DATA COLLECTION 
 

a. Lawsuits Alleging Discrimination 
No lawsuits or complaints relating to discrimination have been filed against Sun 
Corridor MPO. 

 
b. Pending or Ongoing Federal Assistance 

SCMPO receives federal reimbursable funding from ADOT: 
• Statewide Planning and Research Funds 
• Planning Funds 
• 5303 Transit funds 

 
c. Compliance Reviews/Compliance Statement 

No compliance reviews have been performed during the preceding two years. 
Compliance is ongoing. 
 

d.  As a regional planning agency, SCMPO planning activities benefit all 
populations equally, including Title VI protected populations.  SCMPO will 
attempt to identify opportunities to gather data reflecting the extent to which 
members of Title VI protected populations benefit from SCMPO’s planning 
activities.   
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IX. APPENDIX 
 

A. Performance of Contract 

B. Granting Clause 

C. Inclusive Clauses 

D. Community Demographic Estimates 

E. Title VI Complaint Form 
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APPENDIX A 
 

 

During the performance of this contract, the contractor, for itself, its assignees and 
successors in interest (hereinafter referred to as the "contractor") agrees as follows: 
 

(1) Compliance with Regulations: The contractor shall comply with the Regulation 
relative to nondiscrimination in federally-assisted programs of the Department of 
Transportation (hereinafter, "DOT") Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Part 
21, as they may be amended from time to time, (hereinafter referred to as the 
Regulations), which are herein incorporated by reference and made a part of this 
contract. 
 

(2) Nondiscrimination: The contractor, with regard to the work performed by it 
during the contract, shall not discriminate on the grounds of race, color, national 
origin, gender, age or disability, in the selection and retention of subcontractors, 
including procurements of materials and leases of equipment. The contractor 
shall not participate either directly or indirectly in the discrimination prohibited by 
section 21.5 of the Regulations, including employment practices when the 
contract covers a program set forth in Appendix B of the Regulations. 

 
(3) Solicitations for Subcontractors, Including Procurements of Materials and 

Equipment: In all solicitations either by competitive bidding or negotiation made 
by the contractor for work to be performed under a subcontract, including 
procurements of materials or leases of equipment, each potential subcontractor 
or supplier shall be notified by the contractor of the contractor's obligations under 
this contract and the Regulations relative to nondiscrimination on the grounds of 
race, color, national origin, gender, age or disability. 

 

(4) Information and Reports: The contractor shall provide all information and 
reports required by the Regulations or directives issued pursuant thereto, and 
shall permit access to its books, records, accounts, other sources of information, 
and its facilities as may be determined by the Arizona Department of 
Transportation or the Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit 
Administration to be pertinent to ascertain compliance with such Regulations, 
orders and instructions. Where any information required of a contractor is in the 
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exclusive possession of another who fails or refuses to furnish this information 
the contractor shall so certify to the Arizona Department of Transportation, or the 
Federal Highway Administration and Federal Transit Administration as 
appropriate, and shall set forth what efforts it has made to obtain the information. 

 

(5) Sanctions for Noncompliance: In the event of the contractor's noncompliance 
with the nondiscrimination provisions of this contract, the Arizona Department of 
Transportation shall impose such contract sanctions as it or the Federal Highway 
Administration and Federal Transit Administration may determine to be 
appropriate, including, but not limited to: 

 

a) withholding of payments to the contractor under the contract until the 
contractor complies, and/or 

b) cancellation, termination or suspension of the contract, in whole or in part. 
 

(6) Incorporation of Provisions: The contractor shall include the provisions of 
paragraphs (1) through (6) in every subcontract, including procurements of 
materials and leases of equipment, unless exempt by the Regulations, or 
directives issued pursuant thereto. 

 

The contractor shall take such action with respect to any subcontract. or procurement 
as the Arizona Department of Transportation or the Federal Highway Administration and 
Federal Transit may direct as a means of enforcing such provisions including sanctions 
for non-compliance: Provided, however, that, in the event a contractor becomes 
involved in, or is threatened with, litigation with a subcontractor or supplier as a result of 
such direction, the contractor may request the Arizona Department of Transportation to 
enter into such litigation to protect the interests of the Arizona Department of 
Transportation, and, in addition, the contractor may request the United States to enter 
into such litigation to protect the interests of the United States. 
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APPENDIX B 
 

The following clauses shall he included in any and all deeds effecting or recording the 
transfer of real property, structures or improvements thereon, or interest therein from 
the United States. 
 

 (GRANTING CLAUSE) 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Department of Transportation, as authorized by law, and upon 
the condition that the Arizona Department of Transportation will accept title to the lands 
and maintain the project constructed thereon, in accordance with Title 23, United States 
Code the Regulations for the Administration of Federal Aid for Highways and Transit 
and the policies and procedures prescribed by Federal Highway and Transit 
Administrations of the Department of Transportation and Federal Transit Administration, 
also in accordance with and in compliance with all requirements imposed by or pursuant 
to Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Department of Transportation, Subtitle A, 
Office of the Secretary, Part 21, Nondiscrimination in Federally-assisted programs of the 
Department of Transportation (hereinafter referred to as the Regulations) pertaining to 
and effectuating the provisions of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (78 Stat. 252; 
42 U.S.C. .2000d to 2000d-4), and the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 (Public Law 
100.259) does hereby remise, release, quitclaim and convey unto the Arizona 
Department of Transportation all the right, title and interest of the Department of 
Transportation in and to said lands described in Exhibit "A" attached hereto and made a 
part hereof. 

 

(HABENDUM CLAUSE) 
 

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD said lands and interests therein unto Arizona Department of 
Transportation and its successors forever, subject, however, to the covenants, 
conditions, restrictions and reservations herein contained as follows, which will remain 
in effect for the period during which the real property or structures are used for a 
purpose for which Federal financial assistance is extended or for another purpose 
involving the provision of similar services or benefits and shall be binding on the Arizona 
Department of Transportation,  its successors and assigns.  
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The Arizona Department of Transportation, in consideration or the conveyance of said 
lands and interests in lands, does hereby covenant and agree as a covenant running 
with the land for itself, its successors and assigns, that (1) no person shall on the 
grounds of race, color, national origin, or sex he excluded from participation in, be 
denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subjected to discrimination with regard to any 
facility located wholly or in part on over or under such lands hereby conveyed [and)* (2) 
that the Arizona Department of Transportation shall use the lands and interests in lands 
and interests in lands so conveyed, in compliance with all requirements imposed by or 
pursuant to Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Department of Transportation, 
Subtitle A, Office of -the Secretary, Part 21, Nondiscrimination in federally-assisted 
programs of the Department of Transportation-Effectuation of Title VI of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, and the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 (Public Law 100.259)  and as 
said Regulations may be amended and (3) that in the event of breach of any of the 
above-mentioned nondiscrimination conditions, the Department shall have a right to re-
enter said lands and facilities on said land, and the above described land and facilities 
shall thereon revert to and vest in and become the absolute property of the Department 
of Transportation and its assigns as such interest existed prior to this instruction.* 

*Reverter clause and related language to be used only when it is determined that such a clause is necessary in order 
to effectuate the purposes of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
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APPENDIX C 

 

The following clauses shall be included in all deeds, licenses, leases, permits, or 
similar instruments entered into by the Arizona Department of Transportation 
pursuant to the provisions of Assurance 7(a). 

 

The (grantee, licensee, lessee, permitee, etc., as appropriate) for himself, his heirs, 
personal representatives, successors in interest, and assigns, as a part of the 
consideration hereof, does hereby covenant and agree [in the case of deeds and leases 
add "as a covenant running with the land"] that in the event facilities are constructed, 
maintained, or otherwise operated on the said property described in this (deed, license, 
lease, permit, etc.) for a purpose for which a Department of Transportation program or 
activity is extended or for another purpose involving the provision of similar services or 
benefits, the (grantee, licensee, lessee, permitee, etc.) shall maintain and operate such 
facilities and services in compliance with all other requirements imposed pursuant to 
Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations, Department of Transportation, Subtitle A, office 
of the Secretary, Part 21, Nondiscrimination in Federally-assisted programs of the 
Department of Transportation Effectuation of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the 
Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 (Public Law 100.259)  and as said Regulations may 
be amended. 

[Include in licenses, leases, permits, etc.]* 

 

That in the event of breach of any of the above nondiscrimination covenants, Arizona 
Department of Transportation shall have the right to terminate the [license, lease, 
permit, etc.] and to re-enter and repossess said land and the facilities thereon, and hold 
the same as if said [licenses, lease, permit, etc.] had never been made or issued. 

That in the event of breach of any of the above nondiscrimination covenants, Arizona 
Department of Transportation shall have the right to re-enter said lands and facilities 
thereon, and the above described lands and facilities shall thereupon revert to and vest 
in and become the absolute property of Arizona Department of Transportation and its 
assigns. 
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The following shall be included in all deeds, licenses, leases, permits, or similar 
agreements entered into by Arizona Department of Transportation pursuant to the 
provisions of Assurance 7(b). 

The (grantee, licensee, lessee, permitee, etc. as appropriate) for himself, his personal 
representatives, successors in interest, and assigns, as a part of the consideration 
hereof, does hereby covenant and agree (in the case of deeds, and leases add "as a 
covenant running with the land") that (1) no person on the ground of race, color, national 
origin, gender, age, disability, or veteran status shall be excluded from participation in, 
denied the benefits of, or he otherwise subjected to discrimination in the use of said 
facilities, (2) that in the construction of any improvements on, over or under such land 
and the furnishing of services thereon, no person on the ground of, race, color, or 
national origin shall be excluded from participation in, denied the benefits of, or 
otherwise be subjected to discrimination, (3) that the (grantee, licensee, lessee, 
permitee, etc.) shall use the premises in compliance with all other requirements 
imposed by or pursuant to Title 49, Code of Federal Regulations. Department of 
Transportation, Subtitle A, Office of the Secretary. Part 21, Nondiscrimination in 
Federally-assisted programs of the Department of Transportation-Effectuation of Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act of 1964), and the Civil Rights Restoration Act of 1987 (Public Law 
100.259) and as said Regulations may be amended. 

[Include in licenses, leases, permits, etc.]* 

That in the event of breach of any of the above nondiscrimination covenants, Arizona 
Department of Transportation shall have the right to terminate the [license, lease, 
permit, etc.] and to re-enter and repossess said land and the facilities thereon, and hold 
the same as if said [license, lease, permit, etc.] had never been made or issued. 

[Include in deeds]* 

That in the event of breach of any of the above nondiscrimination covenants, Arizona 
Department of Transportation shall have the right to re-enter said land and facilities 
thereon, and the above described lands and facilities shall thereupon revert to and vest 
in and become the absolute property of Arizona Department of Transportation and its 
assigns. 

*Reverter clause and related language to be used only when it is determined that such a clause is necessary in order 
to effectuate the purposes of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 
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