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I-10 Widening Project Update (Presentation)

Greg Byres, ADOT State Engineer, provided an update to the I-10 Widening Project. 

Discussion and Possible Action to add Jenny Howard as the Sun Corridor MPO Executive Board representative for the ADOT State Transportation Board Member (Pinal, Gila, and 
Graham Counties - District 4)

Title VI - Notice to the Public

REGULAR MEETING

ADOT Title VI Training (Presentation)

A  motion was made by Vice-Chairman Jon Thompson to add Jenny Howard as the Sun Corridor MPO Executive Board representative for the ADOT State Transportation Board 
Member (Pinal, Gila, and Graham Counties - District 4). The motion was seconded by Board Member Rod Lane.

Call to the Public:
This item is to provide an opportunity for citizens wishing to address the Executive Board on issues within the 
jurisdiction of the Sun Corridor MPO planning area that are not on the Agenda.   Comments SHALL be limited 
to three (3) min

Nothing from the public.

Call to Order and Introductions

Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) Update (Information Only):

Regional Transportation Advocacy Council (RTAC) (Information Only)

Sara Martinez, ADOT Civil Rights Office, provided Title VI Training.  

Irene Higgs provided the following update:

The big legislative news is that HB2543 passed the House 50-8 last week, it has not been assigned to Senate Committees yet although we are highly anticipating Transportation & 
Technology and Appropriations assignments and the strong possibility that they will be scheduled for hearings on March 20th and 21st.  Kevin Adam's last update included the names, 
phone numbers, and e-mails for all of the committee members.

Duane Eitel provided the following update:

Regional Transportation Plan (RTP) - The project RTP Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) kicked-off the project on January 26th. Since then, the following has occurred: 
Performance targets discussed at the TAC meeting were amended to incorporate new transit targets. A summary of all targets was transmitted to ADOT for the TAC review. ADOT 
confirmed that all targets were correct. The project team transmitted data requests to the TAC. Some data has been received. Still awaiting some GIS datasets. A comprehensive list of 
potential project stakeholders was identified at the TAC meeting. The project team has reached out to the Public Information Offices at both the City of Casa Grande and Pinal County 
regarding a potential existing stakeholder list. One is available from the City of Casa Grande. The comprehensive list of stakeholders was also refined to identify priorities for 
interviews. These interviews will be scheduled in March and include transit, freight, aviation, housing, emergency response, environmental, Az State Land Department representatives. 
The project team will also be meeting with economic development and planning representatives from each member agency. The Public Involvement Plan (PIP) is under development, 
the draft plan has been reviewed by SCMPO staff and comments were provided. The Consultant is finalizing the PIP. The study webpage is up and running. Currently there is an active 
survey link that allows the public to provide feedback on their transportation priorities and help guide the region’s transportation investment decisions.

Pinal County Safety Plan/SCMPO Network Screening Crash and Analysis Tools Update - This project will update the 2019 Pinal County Strategic Transportation Safety Plan 
(STSP). Funding for this project was awarded by ADOT as part of the Highway Safety Improvement Program applications submitted during the 2019 Pinal County Strategic 
Transportation Safety Study. Funding must be authorized by June 2023. The Sun Corridor MPO Executive Board approved SCMPO staff to advertise the project, select a consultant, 
and award a contract for the update at the January 10, 2023, SCMPO Executive Board meeting. The Request for Proposals (RFP) will be advertised and released on Thursday, March 
16, 2023. Proposals are due by April 13, 2023. It is expected that the selection committee will review proposals and select a consultant in the last half of April with the Notice to 
Proceed (NTP) expected in late May.
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Irene Higgs 520-705-5143
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DATE:March 14, 2023Regular Meeting: 10:00 A.M.
City of Eloy – City Hall, 595 N. C St., Eloy, AZ 85131

Call in Number - 1-408-418-9388 
Access Code – 24555467#

Ben Navarro, Coolidge
Doug Moseke, ADOT  
Duane Eitel, Casa Grande
Will Randolph, ADOT (Telephonic)
Andy Smith, Pinal County (Telephonic)
David Malewitz, Eloy
Deb Brunner, Casa Grande (Telephonic)
Dedrick Denton, Pinal County (Telephonic)
Kevin Louis, Casa Grande (Telephonic)
Greg Byres, ADOT
Sara Martinez, ADOT
Rebecca Aguirre, ADOT
Brian Bombardier, HDR
Heather Kennedy, Casa Grande (Telephonic)
Scott DiBiase, Pinal County (Telephonic)

Supervisor Steve Miller, Pinal Co  
Mayor Jon Thompson, Coolidge 
Mayor Craig McFarland, Casa Grande
Mayor Micah Powell, Eloy
Jenny Howard, State Transportation Board & Rod Lane, 
ADOT Southcentral District

CONTACT:

SCMPO Executive Director, Irene Higgs, read the Title VI Public Notice.

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Craig McFarland at 10:10 A.M.

MEMBERS 
ABSENT:

OTHERS 
PRESENT:

AGENDA ITEM

Irene Higgs, Executive Director
Jason Bottjen, Transportation Planner
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Irene Higgs provided the following update:

• Work Plan review meeting for SunCorridor MPO w/ ADOT, FHWA and FTA is scheduled for April 10, 2023 from 1:00-3:00.

Two recent rules published for Electric Vehicles
• Feb 21, 2023 Build America Buy America Implementation Plan to Enhance Buy America Standards for EV Charging was published. Temporary public-interest waiver    to waive Buy-
America requirements in electric vehicle chargers until July 1, 2024 to allow US to ramp up manufacturing of EV components domestically.
• Feb 28, 2023 National Electric Vehicle Infrastructure Standards and Requirements was published.  This final rule establishes regulations setting minimum standards and requirements
for projects funded under the national Electric Vehicle Infrastructure (NEVI) Formula Program and EV charging infrastructure projects funded with Federal funds that is treated as a 
project on a Federal-aid highway. Standards apply to installation, operation and maintenance of EV charging infrastructure.

Both of these rules can be found on the FHWA website under Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. Anticipate the discretionary NOFO for EV chargers should be issued very soon.

Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) Planner Update (Information Only)

Air Quality (AQ) Update (Information Only)

Federal Highways Administration (FHWA) Update (Information Only)

Will Randolph provided the following update:

FY24-28 Five Year Construction Program:   The FY24-28 Tentative Five Year Construction Program was approved by the AZ State Transportation board on Friday Feb. 17th and is 
currently available for public comment at https://azdot.gov/planning/transportation-programming/tentative-five-year-program. The FY25-29 P2P call for projects is anticipated for late 
April.

The HSIP call for projects for the FY25-26 program: Eligibility letters have been sent to the MPOs by ADOT Traffic Safety Section and provided to MPD for the five year 
construction plan.  

FY24-25 COG/MPO Work Program:  Draft MPO/TMA Work Program Agreements have been sent out to the MPOs for comment. Comments have been sent back to ADOT to finalize  
the agreements. 

Congressional Direct Spending: A recent webinar took place explaining the programs and submission forms to provide to the Arizona Senators .  The forms and deadlines for 
Senator Kelly and  Senator Sinema offices are found at  https://www.kelly.senate.gov/fy24/ (deadline of  March 15th) and https://www.sinema.senate.gov/appropriations (deadline of 
March 21st). 

ADOT SMART Program: The SMART program has been placed on hold by the governor's office for the time being. Will monitor and advise once we hear further on this.  Please 
continue to visit the website https://azdot.gov/planning/grant-coordination/az-smart-fund. Changes in the administration are occurring and there will be a new ADOT director January 
30, 2023.    

Jaon Bottjen provided the following update for Pinal County: 

Pinal County Update -  The West Pinal PM10 nonattainment area annual road report due by January 30, 2023. This includes:
• a list of all unpaved roads under its jurisdiction, including data on length and ADT on each unpaved road segment.
• a list of unpaved roads which were paved during the previous year including the total number of unpaved roads miles, ADTs and their respective segments.
The 2022 report is due to Pinal County Air Quality by January 30, 2023.

Pinal County Air Quality sent out the preliminary draft West Pinal PM10 nonattainment area general fugitive dust rulemaking.
• More stringent rules for construction, open areas/vacant lots, unpaved roads, paved roads, etc.
• Opacity, stabilization and paving (public unpaved roads) requirements for unpaved roads of 26 or more ADT - paving requirement for each entity (city, county, state) to pave 20% of 
public unpaved roads with ADT of 26+ annually (up to a max. of 5 miles)
• paved road requirements - track out and street sweeping
• recordkeeping requirements (i.e. street sweeping)
• reporting requirements - same annual unpaved roads report with additional reporting of paved roads that have unpaved shoulders/medians 

Jason Bottjen provided the following update for the Sun Corridor MPO: 
SCMPO Winter 2022 Air Quality Conformity - On February 15, 2023, FHWA and FTA made a new finding of conformity for the MAG and SCMPO planning regions. This includes 
the West Pinal PM-10 and West Central Pinal PM-2.5 non-attainment areas. A STIP Amendment request related to the new finding of conformity was sent to ADOT MPD on February 
21, 2023. The Winter 2022 Air Quality Conformity cycle is now completed. 

SCMPO Spring 2023 Air Quality Conformity - Spring 2023 project lists were received from member agencies in early January, compiled into one project list and submitted to MAG 
on January 13, 2023. AQ Modelling is underway and SCMPO staff has been working with the MAG AQ & Transportation Modeling sections to address comments received. As part of 
the Consent Agenda, we will be asking the Executive Board to approve the advertisement of the Air Quality Conformity project list and Conformity Analysis for 30-day public review and 
comment period (tentatively scheduled for April 20, 2023, through May 20, 2023).

ADOT studies:
Long Range Transportation Plan: The ADOT LRTP Public Survey closed January 4th and was extended past its original date. Over 7800 responses were received.  In-person 
meetings for ADOT took place February/March 2023 and have recently concluded.  The city locations for these in-person meetings were Tucson, Phoenix, and Flagstaff.  A statewide 
virtual public meeting had also occurred and was completed, and a LRTP Update was presented to COG/MPO/Tribes Planning Representatives on 1/24/23.  The last public 
participation event will be the LRTP Telephone Town Hall to serve Rural Arizona on 3/22/23 (6 pm to 7 pm). ADOT is aiming for the first draft of the LRTP  to be completed in late May.  
The ADOT LRTP webpage will continue to host the working papers and accompanying summary sheets (2-3 page bullet point reports of said working papers).  

Statewide Rest Area Study:  The draft Final Report was submitted February 20 for ADOT Review.  Review comments were due to the consultant on February 27th. March 6, 2023 - 
March 23, 2023 the draft-final report is posted on the project website for TAC/Stakeholder and Public comment. 

Electric Vehicle Infrastructure  Plan: The EV plan was approved in September, and the final rulemaking in regards to EV implementation from the Joint Office of Energy and 
Transportation was released Feb. 15th .  ADOT will continue to meet with stakeholders, vendors, and have further public involvement meetings. For more information visit our EV plan 
website, and feel free to sign up to the mailing list to receive study updates by email and opportunities to provide input.   https://azdot.gov/planning/transportation-studies/arizona-
electric-vehicle-program.

Transportaiton Alternatives Program: Three committee meetings and workshops have occured. Topics covered so far include the program vision and priorities, possible funding 
options, peer state DOT interviews, program application administration, and project selection criteria. Please contact the ADOT PM Bret Anderson with any additional questions.

Other technical studies have been completed including the Overhead Traffic Sign Structure Study, with new ones underway with the ADOT ROW Wireless Communications Facilities 
Program Guidelines Study and the Statewide ITS Architecture Update.
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• Pinal County Coordinated Mobility Gap Analysis Support Letter (15.6) - Irene Higgs stated that  a Letter of Support was provided to CAG for the FTA Grant application for a 
Pinal County Coordinated Mobility Gap Analysis study. 

 • Casa Grande RAISE Grant Support Letter (15.7) - Irene Higgs stated that a Letter of Support was provided for the RAISE Grant Application for the I-10/Kortsen Traffic Interchange 
in Casa Grande.

 • Pinal County RAISE Grant Support Letter (15.8) - Irene Higgs stated that a Letter of Support was provided  for the RAISE Grant Application for the Central Arizona Parkway. A 
new high-capacity roadway facility that will run west of the CAP canal, the first phase will extend the SR-24 to the CAP Canal and then connect the SR-25 extension south to Ocotillo 
Road.

 • Carbon Reduction Program Loan (15.9) - Irene Higgs stated that a loan was done with ADOT for  the Carbon Reduction Program. SCMPO received approximately $117K in CRP 
funding in May 2022. This is an annua allocation for the next 5-years.  SCMPO has not determined how to program this funding, however, we may add scope to the RTP to include the 
identification of CRP projects and scoping documents. 

ADOT Southcentral District Engineer Update (Information Only)

Doug Moseke provided an update on all ADOT projects within the region.
• SR387 from SR187 to SR87 Pavement Preservation has been advertised for construction.
• SR87 at Kenworthy/SR287 at Christensen - Add turn lanes. Advertisement scheduled for April 2023.
• SR87 and Skousen Road - Install turn lanes and Traffic Signal -  Plan to advertise June 2023. The  SR87 at Kenworthy/SR287 at Christensen and SR87 and Skousen Road projects
may be advertised together. 
• SR 87/Kleck - This project is to add turn lanes. Kick-off meeting was held on January 2023. Advertisement scheduled for June 2023. 
Two projects listed in the Tentative 5-Year Construction Plan:
• SR187 -  modernization project to include turn lanes and shoulders.
• SR387 and Viola St. HAWK project is getting underway. 

Mayor McFarland asked about the Congressional Direct Spending for the traffic signal at the Pinal Airpark.  Irene Higgs stated that the funding has not been released from Washington 
at this time. 

Mayor McFarland asked if there was any plan for Pavement Preservation on SR387 (Pinal Avenue) from Cottonwood to Five Points. Doug stated that it was submitted through the P2P 
process.There is nothing scheduled at this time. 

• Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Update (15.0) - Irene Higgs stated that staff had a busy couple of months in January 2023 - March 2023. 

• Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2022 Ledger (15.1) - Irene Higgs stated that the MPO staff updated FY2023 Ledgers to include additional funding for final vouchers and funding need for
Casa Grande Kadota/Cottonwood project. 

• Design/Construction Report (15.2) - Jason Bottjen provided a detailed update on all design/construction projects within the Sun Corridor MPO Region. Andy Smith, Pinal County, 
asked about ADOT Procurement taking so long and asked about repackaging projects. Irene Higgs stated that she will meet with ADOT Procurement. 

 • SCMPO UPWP Amendment (15.3)  - Irene Higgs stated UPWP Amendment #4 was need to make minor administrative adjustments to the FY2022-2023 UPWP; FY22 - 23 UPWP 
Work Elements Budget (Estimated vs Actual) for roll-over and Apportionments adjustments. 

 • SCMPO Funding Overview (15.4) - Irene Higgs stated that overview is specific to Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP) funding.  Historically, HSIP funding was distributed 
to COG & MPOs via an apportionment . The yearly HSIP apportionment for SCMPO was $520,000. In 2018 ADOT changed the HSIP to a competitive process. $6,240,000 represents 
the amount of HSIP funding the SCMPO Region would have received under the apportionment distribution structure through 2025. $29,398,144 is the amount of HSIP funding that the 
SCMPO Region has received through 2025.

 • Sun Cloud Overview (15.5) - Irene Higgs stated that the Sun Corridor MPO in partnership with MAG and PAG are developing a web-based tool called “Sun Cloud” to serve as a 
central transportation data portal for the “Sun Corridor” Mega Region. The Sun Corridor is made up of Maricopa, Pinal, and Pima counties, along with parts of Santa Cruz and Cochise 
counties. The data portal will consist of many layers of transportation data which will include: Safety Data, Travel Demand, Traffic Counts, Traffic Analysis Zones, Long Range Plan 
Projects, Broadband Access, Transit Ridership, Justice 40 Census Tracts, Freight Corridors, ATRI Freight Data, Pavement Conditions, NEPA, Travel Time Reliability, Disadvantaged 
Facility Users, and Bridge Conditions. Training is scheduled for Wednesday March 22, 2023 in the Coolidge Council Chambers Training Facility. A demo to the Executive Board will 
take place at the May Executive Board meeting.  

Casa Grande used data from the Justice 40 Census Tracts layer that was included in their RAISE grant application.

BUILD Grant Update - Inland Port Arizona (Information Only)

Dedrick Denton provided the following update:

Construction is underway for a new box culvert crossing at Houser Rd. Northbound traffic is being detoured on SR87 and will be in place for the next 2-3 months.  Waiting for traffic 
signal materials for both intersection with installation sometime in May. Union Pacific RR Crossing improvements planned around May 1st, may also depend on material sourcing by 
Union Pacific crews. Project is still on track for competition in early June. 

MPO Update - Information Only
• Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Progress Report (15.0)
• Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2023 Ledger (15.1)
• Design/Construction Update (15.2)
• SCMPO UPWP Amendment (15.3)
• SCMPO Funding Overview (15.4)
 • Sun Cloud Overview (15.5)
 • Pinal County Coordinated Mobility Gap Analysis Support Letter (15.6)
• Casa Grande RAISE Grant Support Letter (15.7)
 • Pinal County RAISE Grant Support Letter (15.8)
• Carbon Reduction Program Loan (15.9)

Pinal Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) Update (Information Only)

Mayor McFarland provided the following update:

Pinal RTA and Pinal County Staff continue to meet to discuss the future of the Pinal RTA and a transportation plan and tax. Pinal County Maintenance tax sunsets in 2026. Pinal 
County plans to take it to the voters in 2024.  The new Pinal Regional Transportation Plan and 1/2 cents sales tax would go to the voters in November 2025. The Board needs to 
determine how to remarket plan to the public for the need of maintenance and new roads. Mayor McFarland presented a preliminary 303 Loop concept. However, there has been no 
discussion at this time with the Pinal RTA Board. 

Andy Smith with Pinal County mentioned highway numbering are the responsibility of ADOT. Suggested Pinal RTA work w/ MAG, Sun Corridor MPO, and ADOT. Mayor McFarland 
stated  that a meeting with MAG and ADOT is being scheduled to secure numbering. 
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23Adjourn

None were requested.

Discussion and Possible Action to Approve Amendment #22 to the FY 2020-2029 Sun Corridor MPO 
Transportation Improvement Program

Consent Agenda
ALL ITEMS LISTED BELOW WITH AN ASTERISK (*) ARE CONSIDERED TO BE ROUTINE MATTERS AND WILL BE ENACTED BY ONE MOTION AND ONE VOTE OF THE 

BOARD. THERE WILL BE NO SEPARATE DISCUSSION OF THESE ITEMS UNLESS A BOARD MEMBER OR MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC SO REQUESTS, IN WHICH EVENT THE 
ITEM WILL BE REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA AND CONSIDERED IN ITS NORMAL SEQUENCE ON THE AGENDA.

Business: Possible Discussion and/or Action on the Following:

By a 5-0 vote under the Consent Agenda, the Board approved the Meeting Minutes for January 10, 2023.

Survey - Spanishhttps://forms.gle/NLaJxW25RU6bSsQ19

11:55 AM

Pursuant to Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), and other nondiscrimination laws and authorities, the Sun Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization (SCMPO) 
does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. Persons that require a reasonable accommodation based on language or disability should contact Irene Higgs, SCMPO’s 
Title VI Coordinator at ihiggs@scmpo.org or (520)705-5143. Requests should be made at least 48 hours prior to the meeting so that accommodations may be arranged.

En conformidad con el Título VI del Decreto de los Derechos Civiles de 1964, el Decreto de Americanos con Discapacidades (ADA por sus siglas en inglés), y otras leyes y autoridades contra la discriminación, 
la organización de planificación metropolitana Sun Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization (SCMPO por sus siglas en inglés) no discrimina basándose en raza, color, origen nacional, género/sexo, edad o 
discapacidad. Las personas que requieran una adaptación razonable basada en idioma o discapacidad se deben comunicar con Irene Higgs, Coordinadora del Título VI de SCMPO en ihiggs@scmpo.org ó 
llamando al (520)705-5143. Las solicitudes se deben hacer por lo menos 48 horas antes de la reunión para que se puedan organizar las adaptaciones.

Discussion and Possible Action to Approve the Meeting Minutes:
• January 10, 2023

Discussion and Possible Action to Approve the Advertisement of the Spring 2023 Air Quality Project List and 
Conformity Analysis for 30-Day Public Review and Comment Period

 A  motion was made by Vice-Chairman Jon Thompson to accept the Consent Agenda items as presented. The motion was seconded by Secretary/Treasurer Steve Miller.

By a 5-0 vote under the Consent Agenda, the Board approved the Advertisement of the Spring 2023 Air Quality Project List and Conformity Analysis for 30-Day Public Review and 
Comment Period.

In an effort to determine who attends our meetings and to improve participation in the planning process, the SCMPO ask that you please fill out the following voluntary survey:
Survey - Englishhttps://forms.gle/M2grgU4HQTcc2v9QA

Upcoming Meetings:
• State Transportation Board meeting, March 17, Prescott Valley
• SCMPO Technical Advisory Committee meeting, April 27
• ADOT/AzTA Statewide Transit Conference, April 3-5, Mesa
• State Transportation Board meeting, April 21, Winslow
• State Transportation Board meeting, May 19, Gilbert

Meeting Adjourned at by Chairman Craig McFarland at 11:55 A.M.

A  motion was made by Secretary/Treasurer Steve Miller to Approve the Job Re-Classification of the Sun Corridor MPO Deputy Director Position
From Grade 65/Step 11 to Grade 74/Step 5 . The motion was seconded by Vice-Chairman Jon Thompson.

Next Sun Corridor MPO Executive Board Meeting Dates:

• May 9, 2023 - City of Casa Grande Council Chambers, 510 E. Florence Blvd., Casa Grande, AZ 85122 

En un esfuerzo por determinar quién asiste a nuestras reuniones y a fin de mejorar la participación en el proceso de planificación, la organización SCMPO le pide que por favor llene la siguiente encuesta 

Discussion and Possible Action to Approve the Job Re-Classification of the Sun Corridor MPO Executive 
Director Position

From Grade 72/Step 11 to Grade 82/Step 4 

(Pay Increases will Depend on Staff Work Performance and SCMPO Budget) 

Discussion and Possible Action to Approve the Job Re-Classification of the Sun Corridor MPO Deputy Director 
Position

From Grade 65/Step 11 to Grade 74/Step 5 

(Pay Increases will Depend on Staff Work Performance and SCMPO Budget) 

Member Jurisdiction Reports (Casa Grande, Coolidge, Eloy and Pinal County)

A motion was made by Secretary/Treasurer Steve Miller to approve the Job Re-Classification of the Sun Corridor MPO Executive Director Position
from Grade 72/Step 11 to Grade 82/Step 4 . The motion was seconded by Vice-Chairman Jon Thompson.

By a 5-0 vote under the Consent Agenda, the Board approved Amendment #22 to the FY 2020-2029 Sun Corridor MPO Transportation Improvement Program.

State Transportation Board - Nothing to report.

Pinal County  - Nothing to report. 

City of Coolidge - Nothing to report

Casa Grande - Chairman McFarland stated that Casa Grande submitted the RAISE Grant for the Kortsen I-10 TI. Wrapping up the construction on the Thornton Rd in front of Lucid, 
Peters Rd to Selma. Also, submitted for planning for the Casa Grande Maricopa Hwy. 

City of Eloy - Nothing to report. 

Future Agenda Items






