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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING MINUTES

DATE:

PLACE:

VIRTUAL OPTION:

Board
Members
Present:

Board
Members
Absent:

Staff
Present:

ITEM

March 10, 2026 TIME: 10:00 AM
City of Casa Grande Council Chambers, 510 E. Florence Blvd., Casa Grande, AZ 85122

Click to Join Meeting Now

Meeting ID: 248 118 632 083 39
Passcode: WA2Lf7ZX

Dial in by Phone: +1 323-673-4336, 507 941 56#

Irene Higgs 520-705-5143

EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING ATTENDEES

Duane Eitel, Casa Grande
Mayor Lisa Fitzgibbons, Casa Grande Will Randolph, ADOT (Virtual)
Supervisor Jeffrey McClure, Pinal County (Virtual) Mick Mathieu, CivTech (Virtual)
Mayor Jon Thompson, Coolidge Richard Wilkie, Casa Grande
Mayor Andy Sutton, Eloy Chris Gottsaker, AECOM

Nina Arredondo, Pinal County (Virtual)

Others Present:
Jenny Howard, State Transportation Board

Irene Higgs, Executive Director

Jason Bottjen, Deputy Director

Starla Anderson, Transportation Planning Manager
Jill Dickey, Operations Manager

AGENDA ITEM

Call to Order, Roll Call, and Introductions 10:01 AM

Chairman Sutton called the meeting to order at 10:01 am.

Title VI - Notice to the Public

SCMPO Executive Director, Irene Higgs, read the Title VI Public Notice.

Call to the Public:
This item is to provide an opportunity for citizens wishing to address the Executive Board on issues within the jurisdiction of the Sun Corridor MPO
planning area that are not on the Agenda. Comments SHALL be limited to three (3) minutes or less.

No comments from the Public.

Title VI Training for the Executive Board

« Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964

« Title VI Implementation Plan

* Notice to the Public

* Complaint Process

« Contractors Follow Same Process

« Persons w/ Language Assistance Needs
« Annual Report

* Non-Compliance

Irene Higgs, SCMPO Executive Director/Title VI Coordinator, provided the annual Title VI Training to the Executive Board.

Discussion of the Legislative Reports on Current Legislation by
the Regional Transportation Advocacy Council (RTAC) (Information Only)
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Irene Higgs provided the following update:

Irene stated that Kevin Adam has left RTAC for a new opportunity with NADO (The National Association of Development Organizations). Tom Dorn

with the Dorn Policy Group has been hired to lead RTAC through this legislative session. There is a transition committee that has been put into place.
Irene stated that she is serving on this committee. The committee is looking at restructuring RTAC. RTAC is currently a department of NACOG, not an
independent entity. The committee will be providing 3 options to the RTAC Board (County Supervisor Associations, League of Cities and Towns, and a
stand-alone agency) in March/April. The committee is also rewriting the job description for the RTAC Director position. It has not been updated in over
20 years. The committee will work towards hiring a replacement for Kevin. The goal is to have a new Executive Director on board by the Transportation
Policy Summit in October 2026.

* HB2304 — RTAC Project Priority - Passed unanimously in the Transportation Infrastructure Committee — moving to budget.

* HB2760 — AZ SMART - Passed unanimously in the Transportation Infrastructure Committee - moving to budget.

* HB2273 — Pinal RTA - Amended by Rep. Olsen as a one-time individual income tax rebate. Requires ADOR, between October 15, 2027, and
November 15, 2027, to issue a onetime $300 individual income tax rebate to an Arizona taxpayer whose primary residence was located in Pinal County
during TYs 2018 through 2024 and who filed a full-year resident tax return for TY 2026.

* HB2400 — Motor Fuel Tax Holiday — $1.4B hit to HURF over 20 years

* BASICS Act - (Bridges And Safety Infrastructure for Community Success) Act: New Transportation Bill

Fixes bridges based on condition and ownership

Delivers local and regional priority projects faster

Targets safety dollars to high-risk roads

Strengthens accountability and local project selection

Builds planning capacity to deliver better projects faster

Provides support for rural transportation planning organizations

Protects local and regional dollars from being transferred away

Irene stated that the Executive Board may want to provide a letter of support for the BASICS Act as it moves forward.

Discussion of the Current Updates of the Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) Activities (Information Only):

6 « City of Eloy Safe Routes to School Study
« City of Eloy Transit Study
Duane Eitel provided the following Update:
Eloy Safe Route to School Study - The Sun Corridor MPO was awarded $295,000 by ADOT via the Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) to
conduct a Safe Routes to School Study for the City of Eloy. The MPO received 10 proposals. The Consultant Selection Committee met on Thursday,
March 5th to review scoring and select a consultant. The Consultant Selection Committee selected Kimley-Horn. SCMPO staff is working on the DRAFT
Professional Services Agreement (PSA), it is expected to take a couple of weeks to negotiate the contract. Once the PSA is sighed and executed, the
Notice to Proceed (NTP) for the study will be sent to Kimley-Horn.
Eloy Transit Feasibility Study - The Sun Corridor MPO was awarded $94,300 in federal funding for a Transit Feasibility Study for the City of Eloy via
the ADOT 5305(e) Transit Planning Program. The scope of work includes the evaluation and assessment of the City’s transit needs, development of
three alternatives, implementation strategies, and final costs. Approval to advertise, negotiate, and select a consultant for the transit study is on today’s
agenda. The Request for Proposals (RFP) is expected to be released in April.

7 Discussion of the Current Updates of the Pinal County Air Quality Activities (Information Only)
Jason Bottjen provided the following update for Pinal County:

* SCMPO December 2025 Air Quality Conformity

On January 8, 2026, the Finding of Conformity notice was received from FHWA & FTA. On January 12, 2026, the STIP Amendment request was
submitted to ADOT. The December 2025 Air Quality Conformity cycle is complete.
* SCMPO June 2026 Air Quality Conformity
All updated June 2026 Air Quality Conformity project lists were received from the TAC. The compiled Sun Corridor MPO Region Project List was sent to
MAG to start coding and modeling on December 9, 2025. The 30-Day Public Review and Comment Period is scheduled for April 23 to May 23, 2026.
Discussion of the Current Updates of the Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) Multimodal Planning Division (Information Only)
« ADOT FY27-31 Tentative Five-Year Construction Program

8 * ADOT 2055 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP)

« Transportation Alternatives
* Phoenix-Tucson Intercity Passenger Rail Study
* North/South Corridor Tier 2 Study Update
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Will Randolph provided the following update:

1. ADOT FY27-31 Tentative Five-Year Construction Program : On February 20, 2026, the State Transportation Board (STB) approved the tentative
program to proceed with the spring public comment period. Comments can be submitted online, email, phone. The STB will review the tentative program
again in March, then the public hearing with the STB will occur in May, with June adoption.

2. ADOT 2055 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) : The listening tour meetings are occurring with the local agencies around the state. As part of
this listening tour, meetings have been one-on-one to discuss transportation priorities & challenges, with the agencies in Fall 2025/Spring 2026, and the
general public beginning in Summer 2026. After today's listening Tour presentation, the next session will be in Florence on April 2, 2026, from 1:00-3:00
pm.

3. Transportation Alternatives : The FY27-29 call for projects occurred on February 27, 2026. An informational webinar was held on March 9, 2026.
Local agencies are currently working with ADOT PMs for TA projects in the region to process IGAS so the projects can be federally authorized. Please
visit the TA Program website for detailed information, program guide and application. https://azdot.gov/TA.

4. Phoenix-Tucson Intercity Passenger Rail Study : The PM is still standing by to hear if the NOFO will be released this Spring for Step 2 of the
services development grant. If the NOFO is issued then it'll likely take a couple months to get the grant agreement executed and funding obligated to
formally kickoff the project in early 2026.

The next meeting with the Executive Leadership Team including the MPO directors is tentatively to be scheduled.

Project Website: azdot.gov/Phoenix TucsonPassengerRail

5. N/S Corridor Segment Tier 2 Study : Biological field investigations are complete, and protocol surveys will be completed in the Spring. The Class Il
cultural resources survey are nearly complete, and ongoing cultural surveys will include agricultural areas. All cultural surveys are anticipated to be
complete in early 2026. Traditional Cultural Places interviews are ongoing with the Four Southern Tribes and the Pasqua Yaqui Tribe. Section 404
(Clean Water Act) field work is complete and initial reports drafted. Hydrologic modeling is underway for major river and drainage crossings. Recent
meetings were held with the cooperating agencies, and we have sent the purpose and need to review by the CA’s via workfront. There will be
continued bi-weekly core team meetings and project coordination with government agencies and stakeholders.

Please visit the project website for any other needed information. https://azdot.gov/north-south-corridor-study-proposed-new-transportation-route-pinal-
county

6. ADOT Route Transfers Study: Kimley Horn was selected as the consultant to update how ADOT conducts transferring state routes to local
ownership, or transferring local routes to state ownership. The ADOT route transfer handbook update will modernize the previous guidelines from 2012
on the process to conduct route transfers, and will identify potential candidates. The TAC kickoff recently occurred and valuable input was provided for
stakeholder interest and contacts. Invites to local agency stakeholders will be sent soon for virtual sessions to interview up to 50 interested stakeholders.
The last update was in 2012.

Discussion of the Current Updates of the Federal Highways Administration (FHWA) (Information Only)

* FY 2026 BUILD Grant Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)

Irene Higgs provided the following update:

USDOT has published the FY 2026 BUILD NOFO. Applications were due February 24, 2026. | am not aware of any projects being submitted within the
MPO region.

10

Presentation of the ADOT Southcentral District Projects (Information Only)

* Regional Design/Construction Projects Administered by ADOT

Irene Higgs provided the following update:

Casa Grande:

* SR 387 at Pinal Ave and Viola Street - Install HAWK - Low Bidder - AJP Electric; Construction Start October 2025 Construction Anticipated Finish
August 2026.

* Florence Boulevard and Colorado Street - Install Raised Median and Florence Boulevard and Peart Road - Intersection Improvements. Projects were
advertised together. Contractor is AJP Electric. Construction Start January 2026. Construction Anticipated Finish April 2026.

« Centennial Boulevard and Pinal Avenue (SR 387) - Construct Traffic Signal - Contractor is Falcone Bros. Construction Start January 2026.
Construction Anticipated Finish October 2026.

« Thornton Road-SR 84 to Peters Road - Widen Roadway - Anticipated Bid Advertisement - May 2026

« Ash Avenue and Florence Street Roundabout - Anticipated Bid Advertisement - August 2026

Coolidge:

Casa Grande Canal Extension Bridge - Construct Bridge Replacement- Anticipated Bid Advertisesment - March 2027

SR 87 and SR 287 Turn Lane - 500 feet of pavement - Completed January 8, 2026

SR 287 and Attaway - 1000 feet of pavement - Completed January 8, 2026

Eloy:

« Battaglia Road - Eleven Mile Corner Road to Sunshine Boulevard - Construct Sidewalk - The City of Eloy just received TA funding for Final Design
(FY26). Construction FY28. Anticipated Bid Advertisement - October 2027

Pinal County

« Battaglia Drive, Henness Road, and Overfield Road - Shoulder Widening - Contractor is Clyde and Co.. Construction Start January 2026. Stop Work
Order Issued until June 2026 due to not being able

to achieve surface temps for paving at night.
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11 Discussion of the Current Update of the Pinal Regional Transportation Authority (RTA) (Information Only)
Irene Higgs provided the following update:
Sales Tax Refunds . (As of March 2026):
« Total number of requests: 585 (452 approved by Pinal County)
* ADOR Approved 428 refunds for a total $41.3M as of March 2026
« Total ineligible/denied: 35 (business activity wasn't subject to tax - never paid tax)
« Total pending (action required by requester): 92
« Total in process/recently received: 2
* Reminder of Deadline for Eligible Taxpayers to file a refund application is April 9, 2026
Audit Update.
« At the Pinal Regional Transportation Authority Board meeting on January 26, the Board was presented with its completed financial audit for the FYE24.
« As a reminder state law requires all Regional Transportation Authorities to complete annual program audits.
« Since the PRTA doesn't have a transportation program currently, our focus for audit compliance is on the Sales Tax Refunds.
« The first of two audits is now complete — for FYE24. (We will be commencing the FYE25 Audit in February).
« If anyone has any questions about the PRTA or the upcoming Board meeting, please feel free to contact John Kross, Executive Director at (480) 797-
4487 or john.kross@pinal.gov.
Discussion of the Current Update of the Sun Corridor MPO Activities (Information Only):
+ Update on MPO Meetings/Trainings from January - March (12.1)
12 * Update of the FY26 Federal Ledger (12.2)

* SCMPO Financial Report (12.3)
* Update of the SCMPO Design/Construction Project List (12.4)
« Status of the SCMPO Engineering Program (12.5)

SCMPO Staff provided the following update:.

« 12.1 Update on MPO Meetings/Trainings - Irene Higgs stated that staff had a busy couple of months in January-March.

« 12.2 Federal Fiscal Year (FFY) 2026 Ledger - Irene Higgs stated that there was some projects bids that came in lower, and $104,000 was returned
to our ledger. SCMPO is working with ADOT to secure a loan. All loans are due to ADOT by March 31, 2026

« 12.3 SCMPO Financial Report - Jill Dickey stated that some funding had to be moved between categories and that the new Eloy Transit Feasibility
Study needed to be added to the work program, which is on the agenda today for the board to approve.

* 12.4 Update of the SCMPO Design/Construction Project List - Jason Bottjen had the following update:

* T0469: City of Casa Grande - Florence Blvd and Peart Rd, Removal of Approach Medians and Extension of Left Turn Lane- Removal of the approach
medians and the extension of the eastbound left turn lane to remove the negative left-turn offset at the intersection of Florence Blvd and Peart Rd.

* T0470: City of Casa Grande — Florence Blvd and Colorado St, Raised Median "Installing 300’ of raised median on Florence Blvd starting approximately
200’ west of Colorado St." - Surveying will take place February 27th & March 2nd. Concrete work is expected to take place from March 6th to March
13th.

* T0529: Centennial Blvd & Pinal Ave (SR 387) Intersection & TS Improvements - Construct New Traffic Signal - Grading and concrete work started
February 25th and is expected to run through March 27th, 2026.

« 12.5 Status of the SCMPO Engineering Program - Starla Anderson had the following update:

« Professional Engineering Services: The MPo has selected AECOM to provide engineering services for our Engineering Program. NTP is anticipated in
the next few weeks. Our 1st task order will be issued to complete traffic counts.

« Safe Streets for All (SS4A) Funding: Debriefs have taken place for the 2025 submittals. We will work with the member agencies that want to
continue applying for funds for these projects with any future calls for projects from SS4A, Highway Safety Improvement Program (HSIP), or other
eligible funding opportunities.

* Transit Planning Funds (5305, 5307, 5310, 5311, 5339) We were awarded $100,000 for the Eloy Transit Feasibility Study from our 5305 grant
application. We are currently working with the City of Eloy on the schedule and solicitation of services for this study.

« Transportation Alternatives Funding

FY26 TA grants were awarded to:

$691,691 - Coolidge - Regional Park Walking Trail Project

$996,751 - Casa Grande — West Viola Street Multiuse Path Project

$305,000 - Sun Corridor MPO — City of Eloy Safe Routes to School Study

The next call for projects is anticipated to be February 27, 2026. There is approximately $11M available in FY27, $14.7M in FY28, and $6M in FY29.
The following are the anticipated applications:

Coolidge — School Zone Speed Limit Signs

Coolidge — 7th Street On-Street Parking Improvements

Coolidge — Coolidge Ave & 9th St Intersection Traffic Control

Coolidge — 9th Street Improvements

Sun Corridor — Stanfield Sidewalk/Mobility Analysis & SRTS

Sun Corridor — Coolidge Sidewalk Mobility Analysis

Casa Grande — Mesquite School Improvements

Casa Grande — Palo Verde School Improvements

Casa Grande — Grande Innovation Academy School Improvements
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*13.A

*13.B

*13.C

*13.D

14

15

16

17
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Consent Agenda
ALL ITEMS LISTED BELOW WITH AN ASTERISK (*) ARE CONSIDERED TO BE ROUTINE MATTERS AND WILL BE ENACTED BY ONE MOTION
AND ONE VOTE OF THE BOARD. THERE WILL BE NO SEPARATE DISCUSSION OF THESE ITEMS UNLESS A BOARD MEMBER OR MEMBER
OF THE PUBLIC SO REQUESTS, IN WHICH EVENT THE ITEM WILL BE REMOVED FROM THE CONSENT AGENDA AND CONSIDERED IN ITS
NORMAL SEQUENCE ON THE AGENDA.

Business: Possible Discussion and/or Action on the Following:

A motion was made by Secretary-Treasurer Jon Thompson to approve Consent Agenda items as presented. The motion was seconded by Vice
Chairman Lisa Fitzgibbons.

Discussion and Possible Action to Approve the Meeting Minutes:

« January 13, 2026 APPROVED CONSENT AGENDA

4-0

By a 4-0 vote under the Consent Agenda, the Board approved the Meeting Minutes for January 13, 2026.

Discussion and Possible Action to Approve the 2026 CAG & SCMPO Coordinated Public Transit

Human Services Transportation Plan Update CIAARONED G RN Y

4-0

By a 4-0 vote under the Consent Agenda, the Board approved the 2026 CAG & SCMPO Coordinated Public Transit Human Services Transportation
Plan Update.

Discussion and Possible Action to Adopt of the City of Casa Grande Safe Routes To School Study PULLED FROM CONSENT AGENDA

By a 4-0 vote under the Consent Agenda, the Board approved the City of Casa Grande Safe Routes To School Study.

Discussion and Possible Action to Approve Amendment #8 to the FY2025-2029 Sun Corridor MPO APPROVED CONSENT AGENDA
Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) 4-0

By a 4-0 vote under the Consent Agenda, the Board approved Amendment #8 to the FY2025-2029 Sun Corridor MPO Transportation Improvement
Plan (TIP).

APPROVED

Discussion and Possible Action to Approve the Sun Corridor MPO Procurement Policy 4-0

A motion was made by Vice Chairman Lisa Fitzgibbons to approve the Sun Corridor MPO Procurement Policy. The motion was seconded by
Secretary/Treasurer Jon Thompson.

Discussion and Possible Action to Approve Amendment #4 to the Sun Corridor MPO FY26/27 APPROVED
Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) 4-0

A motion was made by Secretary/Treasurer Jon Thompson to approve Amendment #4 to the Sun Corridor MPO FY26/27 Unified Planning Work
Program (UPWP). The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Lisa Fitzgibbons.

Discussion and Possible Action to Approve Sun Corridor MPO Staff to advertise, negotiate, select a APPROVED
consultant, and amend the FY26-27 UPWP, as necessary for the Eloy Transit Feasibility Study 4-0

A motion was made by Vice Chairman Lisa Fitzgibbons to approve Sun Corridor MPO Staff to advertise, negotiate, select a consultant, and amend the
FY26-27 UPWRP, as necessary for the Eloy Transit Feasibility Study. The motion was seconded by Secretary/Treasurer Jon Thompson.

APPROVED

Discussion and Possible Action to Approve the FY2027 Annual Assessment of $5,000 from Sun 4-0

Corridor MPO Member Agencies (Casa Grande, Coolidge, Eloy, and Pinal County)

A motion was made by Secretary/Treasurer Jon Thompson to approve the FY2027 Annual Assessment of $5,000 from Sun Corridor MPO Member
Agencies (Casa Grande, Coolidge, Eloy, and Pinal County). The motion was seconded by Vice Chairman Lisa Fitzgibbons.
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Local Government Project Report: Casa Grande, Coolidge, Eloy, Pinal County

Pinal County - Nothing to report

Casa Grande - Mayor Fitzgibbons stated that there is a lot of construction underway. Please be patient.

City of Coolidge - Nothing to report.

City of Eloy - Mayor Sutton stated that he appreciates SCMPO Staff and all their hard work.

19

Upcoming Meetings:

* RTAC Board Meeting, March 16, Virtual

« State Transportation Board Meeting, March 20, El Mirage

» AZTA Conference, April 6-8, Mesa

* COG/MPO Directors Meeting, April 9, Phoenix

* COG/MPO Planners Meeting, April 10, Phoenix

* Women In Transportation (Phx/Tucson Chapter), April 16, Eloy
« State Transportation Board Meeting, April 17, Mohave County
* RTAC Board Meeting, April 20, Phoenix

20

Future Agenda ltems

The following future agenda items were suggested by Irene Higgs: Amendment to the SCMPO Bylaws and the approval of Doug Coleman to sit on the

SCMPO Executive Board.

21

Next Sun Corridor MPO Executive Board Meeting:

» May 12, 2026, City of Coolidge — Council Chambers, 911 S. Arizona Blvd., Coolidge, AZ 85128

22

Adjourn

11:34 A.M.
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Please Sign. Your Time Counts!

Group/Committee Name: Executive Board Meeing

Activity/Meeting Date:

Tuesday, March 10, 2026

City of Casa Grande Council Chambers,
510 E. Florence Blvd., Casa Grande, AZ

Location: 85122

ATTENDANCE
Name Title Organization Email Address Initials
VA
Jill Dickey Operations Manager SCMPO jdickey@scmpo.org \J’
John Kross Director Pinal RTA john.kross@pinal.gov il
Kevin Adam Director RTAC kadam@rtac.net
Kevin Louis PW Director City of Casa Grande klouis@casagrandeaz.gov
Leo Lew County Manager Pinal County leo.lew@pinal.gov
Matt Rencher Public Works Director City of Eloy mrencher@eloyaz.gov
Mckenzie Letcher Asst City Manager City of Eloy mletcher@EloyAZ.gov

Mike Blankenship PE/Principal Greenlight Traffic Engineering || mikeb@greenlightte.com

Nina Arrendondo Senior Transportation Planner Pinal County nina.arredondo@pinal.gov /-_f_,\TPn.»q
Priscilla Thompson Asst. District Engineer ADOT Southcentral pthompson@azdot.gov

Starla Anderson Transportation Planning Manager SCMPO sanderson@scmpo.org g\\
Will Randolph Regional Planner ADOT wrandolph@azdot.gov

Zeena Gagnon Mobility Manager CAG/SCMPO zgagnon@cagaz.org
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Please Sign. Your Time Counts!

Group/Committee Name:

Activity/Meeting Date:

Executive Board Meeing

Tuesday, March 10, 2026

City of Casa Grande Council Chambers,
510 E. Florence Blvd., Casa Grande, AZ

Location: 85122

ATTENDANCE
Name Title Organization Email Address _:En_a/
Andy Sutton Mayor City of Eloy andrew.sutton@EloyAZ.gov
Jenny Howard State Transportation Board Member ADOT jhowardastb@gmail.com

Jon Thompson Mayor City of Coolidge jthompson@coolidgeaz.com i

Lisa Fitzgibbons Mayor City of Casa Grande Ifitzgibbons@casagrandeaz.gov v./\

Jeff McClure Supervisor Pinal County V0 w\Fop
A |

Anthony Casselman Administrator ADOT Souhcentral acasselman@azdot.gov

Andrea Robles Executive Director CAG ARobles@cagaz.org

Ben Navarro

Public Works Director

City of Coolidge

bnavarro@coolidgeaz.com

David (Mac) Harmon

Civil Engineer

City of Casa Grande

David_Harmon@casagrandeaz.gov

David Malewitz City Manager City of Eoly dmalewitz@EloyAZ.gov
Deb Bunner Transit Manager City of Casa Grande deborah_brunner@casagrandeaz.gov
Dedrick Denton Transportation Planning Supervisor Pinal County dedrick.denton@pinal.gov 9
y
Duane Eitel Deputy Public Works Director/City Engineer City of Casa Grande deitel@casagrandeaz.gov o 4
Elizabeth Barnes-
Hanson Transportation Engineer Horrocks Elizabeth.Barnes@horrocks.com T
Irene Higgs Executive Director SCMPO ihiggs@scmpo.org ﬂ%\‘
Jason Bottjen Deputy Director SCMPO jbottien@scmpo.org Q“\
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